THE TALKING BIRD

The Newsletter of St. Michael’s Truth Church

Fall 2009

We are a teaching church that strives to work with others in the community.
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, We aim to faithfully follow Jesus as an Afrocentric
church that learns, practices, and spreads God’s word.

Your Challenge is our Challenge.

We offer compassion, care, and generosity to all.

St. Michael’s Truth Church
700 St Michael’s Drive
Mitchellville, MD 20741

Pastor: Rev. Emmanuel Grantson, PhD
(301) 249-6222
www.SaintMichaelsTruth.org


http://www.saintmichaelstruth.org/

Akasanoma: Newsletter of SMT Church - Fall 2009

Pastor’s Message

Despite the recession and other challenges of this year, God has been with us each step of the way,
providing for us, uplifting us. As we enter this Fall, it is very important for us to gear up to see how we
can serve God and our neighbor. The purpose of coming to church is not just to hear the message, sing
praise songs and have fellowship time. It is to prepare for ministry and to do ministry. The ideal
situation is to have each member of this faith community engaged in two team ministries. As it now
stands some members serve on more than two teams while several others serve on less than two. We
need for everyone to participate in ministry. We all have to be really committed to the work that God
has called this faith community of St. Michael’s Truth to do. We know that these are hard times but
God is always faithful, and this faithful God calls us to give joyfully of our time, our talent and our
treasure. Now is not the time to slack-off. Now is the time to build God’s kingdom at St. Michael’s
Truth. We need to do our internal work. We also need to do our external ministries such as visiting the
shut-ins at the nursing homes.

God has blessed the SMT family with a lot of talent. We shouldn’t shutdown or hide these talents. They
should be put to good use in the ministries of the church. Our talents are not given to use for show but
for us to bring Glory to God. It is important for each team ministry to look at the role that it has to play
in the implementation of SMT’s 5-year plan.

This year several people have joined the SMT faith community. We have been praying for this & God
has given us these people. We should thank God that they are here. Some have come because
members have invited their friends, others learnt about us by other means. In each case God is
showing that God is willing to work with us. If we are serious about doing the work then God will bless
us. | believe that people join a church because they want to be part of that family. We need to get each
new member more deeply involved in our faith community through their participation in some
ministry. Sometimes we may need to help people in identifying their gifts.

This year is the first in several years that an active member of our church family has passed. | speak of
our beloved sister Pamela Johnson. Although we are saddened by her passing, on the positive side God
gave us the opportunity to know her and to be blessed by her, even if for only a relatively short time.
On the negative we often do not take advantage of the opportunity to know each other at a deeper
level, and so when one passes we regret that. We need to correct that. We need to delve much more
deeply into relationships that God has given us in this church. | think that God is telling us to put our
house in order. Each Sunday the message is for us to put our faith in Jesus Christ. People often put
their faith in other things: in their spouse, in their education, and so on. We have to put out faith in
Jesus Christ. We don’t know when our day will come. And on that day we can’t say wait. We have to
set our house in order with Jesus Christ and with our ministry. Scripture reminds us that the ministry
that we put forth yields seven-fold, ten-fold, thirty-fold, and so on. We are called to not only have faith
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in God but to serve God. Serving is very important. Pam Johnson’s life at SMT church was an excellent
example of service, an excellent example of using talents with which she had been blessed.

We each need to put our life in perspective. Each of us is called to make a mark. It is important that we
spend our time at SMT not going through the motions, but rather working on building our character.
We have been reading the book of James for the past three weeks. It states that faith without works is
dead! If we say we believe in God it has to affect our prayer life, our stewardship, how we share our
talents. We need to share not only stories of our success, but also of our struggles, of our battles with
temptation. To have growth in our spiritual lives we need to work at it, not just the easy things, but the
challenging things.

This is the time for each person to work on laying down the foundation of his/her life. We can’t assume
that we will have time in the future to do this. The time is now to get our attitude right, to get our
commitment to faith right. The time is now to increase our knowledge & practice of scripture, to
improve the quality of our prayer life. It is time for us to get involved in the fellowship of prayer. For
Jesus says: Where two or three are gathered in my name, there | am in their midst.

Ministry is not what the church gives you. It is what you do for God. This is the time to do ministry.

Pastor Emmanuel Grantson

Words of Wisdom

¢ Following the path of least resistance is what makes rivers and people crooked.

** You can have no greater sign of confirmed pride than when you think you are humble enough.
% Love lights its own path; it never gets lost on its way home.

¢ It's better to light a candle than to curse the darkness.

+* The difference between UNITED and UNTIED is where you put the I.
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Precious Memories: Pam Johnson @ SMT

On Women'’s Day The Drummer

Pastor Grantson:

Pam meant a lot to me as a person. | was happy when she joined our church; when her cousin brought her to
our church. At the time she was very pleasant, very respectful. It seemed like she had a sweet spirit that made
me remember her immediately. At first she started coming only on Afrocentric Sundays. Then later she became
more involved.

As a pastor, | liked her very much. Once she joined the church on the second Sunday of Easter of 2006, she
became engaged in the ministry of the church. She became engaged in the PR team. She joined Mantsim-Adze
as a drummer. She served as president of the women’s group. If she felt she could do something, she filled in
every time she was needed. When there was a need for a flower designer she learned how to do it & filled in
the slack. | am happy that she was so engaged in ministry.
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In the last 4 months before she died we became much closer as every weekend she was by my house. She was
always very respectful. She was responsive to questions that | asked, and when she didn’t want to answer she
would deal with that in a respectful way.

| don’t know why she didn’t share things with me at the deeper level that | as pastor would have liked. As a
Pastor you want your members to be free of spiritual oppression. If they are going through illness or other
challenges if they don’t share it with you then you are unable to help. When she passed | realized that she was
dealing with some issues that she was unable to share with me. Of course, that was her prerogative. But | think
that she was getting around to sharing her concerns with me. She had told me that she was going to talk with
me. But the time never came before she died. What all of this says to me is: don’t postpone things, don’t
postpone helping somebody. You never know if the opportunity will present itself in the future.

I miss her. | still miss her.
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Ngozi Osei:

As | think about her, | can remember her doing the flowers, doing drumming; being shy and polite. |
remember how she always was kind, listening to what | had to say and giving me good feedback,
providing some experience that would relate to what | was saying. She treated me like an adult, she
never disrespected me.

| am saddened and shocked by her passing. | never ever expected that to happen. She was young,
healthy; | would never ever think of her dying so soon. We had a bet that involved me figuring out how
old she was. | thought that she was like mid to late 40s. With her death | feel a type of emptiness; like
something is missing.

Her passing has taught me that we should live everyday to the fullest; to show appreciation to and be
appreciative of everyone as you don’t know how long you will have them around you.

Ellie Grantson:

| see Pam as a friend. | became more involved with her in the last 2 years that she was at the church. It
was around a year and a half ago that we started to hangout. | was arranging the flowers for the altar
one Saturday morning, and she said: “Miss Ellie can | help you?” | said yes. So Ann Daniels taught her
and Saadia how to arrange the flowers. So that is when we started hitting it off. We were here every
Saturday morning, sometimes as early as 8:00am. She gave so much service to this congregation.

We were beginning to form a strong bond. On Saturdays we would arrange the flowers, then go to the
famers’ market, come home and cook, then stay up late trying to work on the SMT website. She would
also come by my home on some Sundays after church. We were developing a sister bond. Apart from
my own biological sisters, there were only two other people with whom | was that close. She was so
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polite, yet sometimes so private that you would have to pull things out of her. Yet she shared many
things with me, though not everything. She had to work herself to a level of comfort with you. We had
developed a level of trust. She believed that | wouldn’t share anything that she had told me in
confidence. That trust was there.

| do miss her. | miss her every day. Now Saturdays are the toughest for me. My youngest biological
sister died in 2001 and that was difficult. Though we were close, she lived in Ghana and so that
distance affected things. My sister was ill but | didn’t think she was about to die. Pam to the best of my
knowledge was not ill. The suddenness of her passing is difficult to deal with. | was in the hospital

when she passed. | felt bad, | felt so sad.
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Don Cash:

When | first met Pam, | got a feeling of sincerity about her, even without her saying anything; that
everything about her is coming from her heart. And then on top of that first impression, | found that
she carried out what she said she would do. She was one of the more committed people at the church
that | knew, and | could count on her for anything if | needed it. You don’t often meet many people
that you can truly connect with or really consider to be a friend. She would fill a void whenever there
was a need to.

| would say that we first connected in this way. People in general put up defenses and don’t let people
in so much. | am guilty of that. | do that a lot. | think that Pam understood that because she also did
the same thing. We must have broken down that barrier between us by gaining each other’s trust.
Over time we each new what the other was thinking even before anything was said. It was as if we had
known each other even before we met at SMT. | have never experienced that with anybody else. When
| first met her | probably wasn’t as defensive as normal and she knew that. So we just clicked from
there.

The thing | liked most about her was her dedication and commitment. Her dedication and commitment
to this church was marvelous. | like to think that | try to do a lot here. My goal has been to do as much
as she was doing.

When | heard that she had passed, | didn’t believe it. It was such a shock. It was unbelievable. | know it
has happened but even now it feels like it hasn’t happened. But | know it did. For the first time | know
probably why people don’t go to a burial site. You really don’t want to shut that door that says that
they are gone. It’s probably the first time that | have really understood that.

She is going to be missed. People don’t realize how much she will be missed. Her sincerity was
something. She had no problem with telling you what was on her mind. There was no fakeness. She
wasn’t going to just feed you what you want to hear. She knew how to deliver it in a way that the
other person would hear it. And that’s a gift
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Photographs by Don Cash ,Ellie Grantson &Jesse Coley. Narratives are based on September 2009 interviews by
Kweku-Muata Osei.
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Swift

Yes in my life | had learned many things.

| knew that everything has a purpose.

That even the scorching summer sun

summoned it seems for centuries to drain energy from weary black bodies
of your ancestors and mine

This sun that would make life-saving pools of scarce water disappear
without even an apology to the thirsty

Was the same sun that would respond to the plea of tiny leaves

to make love

so that food could be produced for the weary, the thirsty.

The thing | never knew

was what Swift really meant.

But on that July afternoon

when death in a silent avalanche

that offered no pause

for us to rebut its claim

that we were not entitled to your presence

| finally knew that Swift was not just an adjective.
That Swift means:

No chance to say goodbye to you

so even the thought that you are at peace does not yet console.

Grief has dissolved even our shiny garments
Pretenses, fears, truncated love all now exposed

We go grasping for even fingerprints of your shadow
Laughter follows tears, confusion follows laughter
we no longer know what After means

Then Swift becomes the reminder that

Presence is a gift undeserved

You, a present divinely intentioned

Each, a present divinely intentioned.

Kweku-Muata Osei August 2009
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PRISCM in 2009:

A Report by the Social Outreach Ministry Team

The purpose of PRISCM, Partnership for Renewal in Southern and Central Maryland, is to unite people
of faith and others who share our values in a powerful entity that can impact issues affecting people in
our congregations and communities, especially those who are economically and/or politically
disenfranchised. PRISCM’s membership consists of congregations and organizations. Individuals are
members by way of their membership in one of PRISCM’s dues-paying organizations. Because St.
Michael’s Truth pays yearly dues to PRISCM, every member of St. Michael’s Truth is, by association, a
member of PRISCM.

Christeen Allen, Jearsel Watson and Laura Ehle attend PRISCM monthly meetings on a regular basis. A
few other SMT members have also been involved in planning and action around particular issues. Chris
is a key leader of our Health Care Task Force, Laura Ehle is Chair of the Housing and Economic
Development Task Force and Jeari is a member of that same task force. Dorothy Scott has been
involved in Public Safety issues and Elda Lambert has expressed an interest in working on Immigration
Reform.

Since PRISCM was first founded John Norton, Eastern Territory Director of the Gamaliel Foundation,
has served as our organizer. We are finally in a position to hire a full-time lead organizer devoted
solely to working with PRISCM. This will increase our capacity tremendously and we are very excited
about it. The hiring process has begun, job announcements have gone out and we hope to have the
position filled by October 15, 2009.

PRISCM is set to receive funding from the Rockefeller Foundation through an alliance with the
Transportation Equity Network (TEN). We will be required to do some lobbying at the national level for
equity in transportation. This includes urging congress to include a strong jobs component in the
upcoming reauthorization of the transportation bill, designating a percentage of funds to training and
hiring low-income minorities and women on any transportation project using federal dollars. It also
includes a push to direct a larger portion of funds to public transit than has been done in the past. The
tradition is 80% roads and 20% public transit. We wish to make this at least 50-50.

As a member of the Health Care Task Force, Chris Allen has been working very hard to establish a
working relationship with Rep. Donna Edwards. She already supports many of the same issues that are
important to PRISCM and we feel that we can help her to further our mutual agendas.

This past summer members of St. Michael’s Truth were in involved in several exciting events:

June 24" was designated an Interfaith Health Care Day when over 700 members of various Gamaliel
Foundation affiliates came to Washington, DC to lobby congress then march to Freedom Plaza for an
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interfaith worship and praise service concerning health care reform. Chris Allen, Jearsel Watson,
Kweku-Muata Osei-Bryson, Vikki Epps, Claudette Berry with her nieces, nephews and a neighbor and
Laura Ehle were part of delegations who met with Senator Cardin, Senator Mikulski and attempted to
meet with Rep. Donna Edwards to urge them to support health care for all.

July 28 PRISCM and the Coalition for Smarter Growth co-sponsored a Transit-Oriented Development
Tour of the Prince George’s Plaza Metro Station and Columbia Heights in Washington, DC. Response
was very high for this sort of event when 53 people showed up for the tour including local and state
planners, builders and architects as well as residents of Prince George’s County who are curious and
concerned about the future of our county.

Transit-Oriented Development, TOD, is characterized by moderate to higher density; within an easy
walk; a mix of uses; designed for the pedestrian; new construction or redevelopment; increases transit
ridership. Itis:

e Good for county budgets. Arlington's TOD success: Arlington Metro corridors make up 11% of its
land but nearly 50% of the tax base. Arlington has the lowest homeowner property tax rates in the
region, yet provides a high level of public services. TOD increases property values, reduces public
infrastructure costs and reduces traffic.

e Good for household budgets. TOD creates compact walkable places, giving nearby residents and
workers better travel choices. Pedestrian-oriented designs around transit can reduce car trips by
50% and enable households to save money on transportation costs, freeing household budgets to
spend money on other priorities like quality housing.

In the next few months PRISCM will be working with CASA de Maryland to develop strategies for
affecting the 2010 elections by registering people to vote and holding forums so that residents can see
for themselves what the candidates stand for before they go into the voting booths.

There is a place in PRISCM for each of us. Whether your interests are in immigration, education, public
safety or any other issues you might think of, working through PRISCM is a way to make significant
changes to our community to create a shared prosperity for people of all income levels.

Jesus cared for the least among us, are we following his example?
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Title

Verse 1

Chorus

Verse 2

Verse 3

African Praise Song

Twi

Mo Ma Noso

Mo Ma Noso, Yesu Oye Hene
Mo Ma Noso, Yesu Oye Hene
Mo Ma Noso, Yesu Oye Hene
Oye Hene Ampa

Ahemfo Hene

Esese Biara Kohtoh No

Mo Yi Naye, Mo Shen Enumu Yam
Ahemfo Hene

Esese Biara Kohtoh No

Mo Yi Naye, Mo Shen Enumu Yam

Mo Khoto No, Yesu Oye Hene
Mo Khoto No, Yesu Oye Hene
Mo Khoto No, Yesu Oye Hene
Oye Hene Ampa

Mo Huhu No, Yesu Oye Hene
Mo Huhu No, Yesu Oye Hene
Mo huhu No, Yesu Oye Hene
Oye Hene Ampah

English
Let’s Lift Him Up!

Lift him up! Jesus is King
Lift him up! Jesus is King
Lift him up! Jesus is King
He is King for true!

He is King of kings, and every knee
should bow
Celebrate him and give him the glory

Bow down before him! Jesus is King
Bow down before him! Jesus is King
Bow down before him! Jesus is King
He is King for true!

Give him the fan! Jesus is King
Give him the fan! Jesus is King
Give him the fan! Jesus is King
He is King for true!
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SMT 2009 Cultural Calendar

At SMT, the church year begins with Advent, which typically occurs in early December. Our cultural
year also begins in December with our celebration of Kwanzaa, the festival of first fruits. It is then
followed by the Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Service in January, Black History Month services and
other activities in February, the Juneteenth Diasporan Festival in mid-June, the African Pilgrimage
in August, and finally our Ancestor Day service and other activities in November. In between these
special major events, there are the Afro-Centric services on the 2" and 4™ Sundays of each month.

Black History Month 2009:

o There were 4 services, each of which included a Black History Moment presentation on a
personality of significance from one of 4 regions. Recorded music (e.g. Jazz, Reggae) from each
region was also played after the end of each service.

Each Sunday’s bulletin included a feature on an African saint.
On the last Sunday we had a Jazz Service that was attended by over 150 people.

Juneteenth Diasporan Festival:

o This festival was organized and coordinated by the Culture Team, and involved valuable active

participation by all the ministry teams of SMT.

The 2009 festival was held on June 20, 2009.

In preparation for the festival for the 7 Sundays preceding the festival, Juneteenth Moments
presentations were delivered during the Worship Service.

o The day of the festival started out with very heavy rains and for the first half of the day it
seemed as if the Festival would have to be cancelled. Vendors came, installed their tents, but as
they rain showed no sign of easing they eventually left. We also considered calling it off. But
then the Spirit of Juneteenth prevailed. For Juneteenth is about death and resurrection, about
hope so we did not give up. Osofo offered a prayer that included the request that the rain stop.
It seemed like a hopeless prayer. But the rain did stop. People came. A few vendors returned.
The musicians and other performers gave of their best. SMT’s culinary delights were not to be
outdone. Overall we had one of the best Juneteenth celebrations in many years.

Ancestor Day 2009:

O

As usual year, Ancestor Day will be celebrated at SMT on the first Sunday of November. Ancestor
Day is SMT’s equivalent of what is called All Saints’ Day/All Souls’ Day in other churches.

Our activities will include the Worship Service, Potluck Dinner, and display and discussion of family
artifacts.
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o The Worship Service will begin at the Ancestral Grove, followed by the procession into the

sanctuary. Special activities will include presentations on and re-enactments of the ancestors of
SMT members. In 2009, Wes Biles did a re-enactment of his father.

o Photographs and other artifacts of SMT members are to be displayed after service in the Fellowship
Hall, with several SMT members providing enlightening comments on their ancestors.

Kwanzaa 2009/2010:

o As has been customary since 2004, SMT’s 2009/2010 Kwanzaa Celebration will be held on Umoja

(i.e. Collective Work & Responsibility) Night, December 28, 2010. It will feature scripture readings,
poetry, community discussion, and songs.

*** PLEASE TELL YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS ***
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When I look back over my life .........  have a testimony!

Life & Death:

When my mother was 3 months pregnant with me she was involved in a serious motorcar accident.
The other vehicle side-swiped her car which then turned over & she became unconscious. She still
suffers with back pains as the result of that accident. So from very early in my life | was told that it was
a miracle how | was here.

Yet growing up | never expected to live past 18. | was not that a lot of other teenagers were dying
around me. | came to the USA from Jamaica when | was 7. Maybe the feeling also came from that
transition of moving from Jamaica. When | was there burials seemed like normal stuff. It seemed like
people were dying off. Maybe that was another reason.

| am still alive. | have been involved in other serious car accidents, for each of which it is a miracle that |
am alive. In one of them a lady was combing her hair while she was driving. | was pregnant with Jabari.
Her car crossed to my side of the road and struck my car which was totaled but | was fine. My mother
always said that | am here for a reason. Sometimes | am not sure what is the reason. But | know that |
am here for a purpose.

Growing Up:

I am the youngest of 4 children. | was dyslexic. It was a challenge. | used to stutter. | still stutter. But
partly because of these things | know that there is a God. For despite these challenges | have been able
to become a professional Physical Therapist.

| was always a person that liked to share, to give. | guess that is also my calling. | like helping people. |
like to make people feel good. Once when | was 5 years old | came home without my shoes. When my
mother asked me what happened | told her that another little girl needed it.

My Vocation:

My motivation for becoming a physical therapist was my mother’s back problem that resulted from the
car accident that occurred when she was pregnant with me. She had surgery in 1974 and the doctors
told her that she would never walk again. Due to the work of a physical therapist she learned to walk
again. So | said to myself: | am going to do that. | figure that if | could help people like my mother to
walk then | would be doing a good thing.

God working through Me:

Every day working with my stroke patients and my amputees when | can help them to walk again, to
feel again, it is a good feeling as | know | have done some good. | have seen miracles happen. God has
put me in this position so that | can have a healing impact on people’s lives.
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Being Content:

| have something to smile about everyday. | am not 6 feet under. | also suffer from severe pain in my
body. Right now | am in pain. But when | think about how much pain there is in the world, my little
pain is nothing. Sometimes when | am dancing | am in severe pain. But if my body can do it then I do it.
| love to dance.

My Purpose:

| believe that my purpose in life is to serve. | know | was called to be a physical therapist. | could have
been a school teacher. | studied for that. But this is how | am called to serve. My mother always told
me that it is better to give than to receive. | have found out that when | give from the heart that |
receive ten-fold.

This article is based on a September 2009 interview of Annette Campbell by Kweku-Muata Osei.
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A Scripture, A Song

The Letter of James Ch. 5:13-20

Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version

13Are any among you suffering? They should
pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of
praise. “Are any among you sick? They should call
for the elders of the church and have them pray
over them, ... . ““Therefore confess your sins to
one another, and pray for one another, so that

you may be healed. ... 19 My brothers and

sisters,” if anyone among you wanders from the
truth and is brought back by another, “°you should
know that whoever brings back a sinner from
wandering will save the sinner’s’_soul from death
and will cover a multitude of sins

Message Bible Remix

13-15Are you hurting? Pray. Do you feel great?
Sing. Are you sick? Call the church leaders
together to pray and anoint you with oil in the
name of the Master. Believing-prayer will heal
you, and Jesus will put you on your feet. And if
you've sinned, you'll be forgiven—healed inside
and out.

16-18\Make this your common practice: Confess
your sins to each other and pray for each other
so that you can live together whole and healed. .

19-20My dear friends, if you know people who have
wandered off from God's truth, don't write them
off. Go after them. Get them back and you will
have rescued precious lives from destruction
and prevented an epidemic of wandering away
from God

Trading My Sorrows

I'm trading my sorrows

I'm trading my shame

I'm laying them down for the joy of the Lord
I'm trading my sickness

I'm trading my pain

I'm laying them down for the joy of the Lord
And we're singing

Yes Lord, yes Lord, yes yes Lord
Yes Lord, yes Lord, yes yes Lord
Yes Lord, yes Lord, yes yes Lord, Amen

| am pressed but not crushed,
Persecuted not abandoned

Struck down but not destroyed

| am blessed beyond the curse

For His promise will endure

That His joy is gonna be my strength
Though the sorrow may last for the night
His joy comes in the morning
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Adjoa Village, Ahanta Land, Ghana

Origin:

Adjoa is an economically poor but culturally rich coastal village that is located Ahanta Land in the Western
Region of Ghana. It has been inhabited since the 1700s. It started with three people, a brother and two of his
sisters, who were ancestors of Pastor Grantson on his mother’s side. They had lived in the village of Otuam in
Fanteland, and. the brother was a fisherman. At some point they decided to look for a new place for a
settlement, and on their journey they eventually came to a place which had two rivers running through it and

where the sea was calm. They decided to place the new settlement there. The brother decided to name the

village after his eldest sister, whose name was Adjoa.
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The People:

The people of Adjoa now belong to the Ahanta nation of the Akan people. The village currently has around
1050 inhabitants, and it is estimated that around 60% of them are under 14 years of age. The current chief is
Nana Kobina Nketsia VII. He is seated at the middle in picture above.

Livelihood:

The main economic activities are fishing and farming. In the past when Ghana had its own shipping
line, the Black Star Line, some of the people were merchant sailors. After the coup that overthrew
Kwame Nkrumah things went downhill. Eventually economic conditions lead to the government
entering into an agreement with the IMF which demanded that state enterprises such as the Black Star
Line be sold. So today the economy of Adjoa is dominated by fishing.

Fish that are common to the sea off Adjoa include Tuna, Salmon, Red Snapper, Herring, Trout. The
catch is typically good. For example in July/August they catch a lot of Herring & Trout, while in other
months they catch some of the bigger fish. The people sell some of the fish to earn revenue while the
rest is used for their own nutrition.

It should be noted that Starkist gets a lot of its Tuna from Ghana and even has a factory there. In fact
the seawaters of Ghana are very rich with fish, which is often fished illegally by fishing vessels of other
nations including Korea and China, thus depriving small-scale fisher folk of Ghana from realizing
potential economic benefits.

A question that may come to mind is: If the sea is so rich with fish then why are the people of Adjoa
mostly poor? There are several reasons, much of which is common to the poor, including insufficient
financial and educational resources. For example many of the fishermen own their boats but do not
own fishing nets, and so they have to rent fishing nets from others and split the catch with them.

SMT & Adjoa:

SMT’s 2005 African Pilgrimage included a visit to Adjoa. The visiting SMT members were inducted as
members of the village, and each person was given a royal name that was a name of significant
ancestor of the village. They also had discussions with the chief and other members of the village. The
village leadership requested SMT’s help in the construction of a small library & computer room for
their children.

Why a Library?

In Ghana there are centrally located high schools, each of which serves several villages. Acceptance
into a high school is not automatic. In order to be accepted children need to do well in primary school.
The village leadership believes that having a multi-purpose facility that includes a village library and
computer room will increase the learning opportunities and facilities available to the children thus
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increasing the chance of them being accepted into the central high school. This multi-purpose building
would consist of 3 rooms and would be managed by the village leadership

Primary School at Adjoa
E"J

This article is based on a September 2009 interview of Pastor Grantson by Kweku-Muata Osei.

Words of Wisdom

» Free persons name themselves.
It is not ataboo to go back and retrieve what you have forgotten.

+*» A people without authority and power is a people without respect

*
°e

If you don't know where you are going any road will get you there.
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Humour

""Zen Sayings"

The journey of a thousand miles begins with a broken fan belt and leaky tire.

It's always darkest before dawn. So if you're going to steal your neighbor's newspaper, that's the
time to do it.

Don't be irreplaceable. If you can't be replaced, you can't be promoted.
If you think nobody cares if you're alive, try missing a couple of car payments.

Before you criticize someone, you should walk a mile in their shoes. That way, when you criticize
them, you're a mile away and you have their shoes.

If at first you don't succeed, skydiving is probably not for you.

Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach him how to fish, and he will sit in a boat and drink
beer all day.

If you lend someone $20 and never see that person again, it was probably a wise investment.
If you tell the truth, you don't have to remember anything.

There are two theories to arguing with women. Neither one works.

Generally speaking, you aren't learning much when your lips are moving.

Experience is something you don't get until just after you need it.

Never miss a good chance to shut up.

Never, under any circumstances, take a sleeping pill and a laxative on the same night.

*0

Words of Wisdom

Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of God's grace. Your best days are
never so good that you are beyond the need of God's grace.

** The safest place in the whole world is in the will of God

24
Mission, Ministry, Fellowship ... Come Journey with Us



Akasanoma: Newsletter of SMT Church - Fall 2009

About Saint Michael’s Truth (SMT) Church

Service Hours:
Sunday:
Sunday School 9:00 am;
Worship Service 10:00 am (Afro-centric on 2nd and 4th Sundays)

Wednesday:
Prayer Meeting 7:30 pm

Friday:
Rites of Passage 7:30 pm

Saturday:
» Women’s Bible Study 9:15 am on the 2nd & 4th Saturday of each month;
» Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study 9:00am on the 1st Saturday of each month;
» Mantsim-Adze: African Drumming & Dancing: 11:30am — 1:30pm

Upcoming Special Events:

» Fall Jazz Service : September 27, 2009

» Men’s Month : October 2009

» Men’s Fish Fry (to Benefit Kyekyewere Project) : October 3, 2009

» Ancestor Day Service : November 2, 2009

» Kwanzaa Service : December 2009

» MLK Birthday Service : January 17, 2010

» Black History Month Jazz Service : February 28, 2010

» African Pilgrimage to Ghana : August 1 —15, 2010 (Estimated Cost: $3500.00)
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Africa Pilgrimage 2010:

August 1-15

Why Make this Pilgrimage?

Make the trip with someone who was born and raised in Ghana
Connect spiritually and culturally with your past

Fulfill your lifelong dream of visiting the motherland
Experience African hospitality,

Learn to bargain and speak Twi, the language spoken in Ghana.

o O O O O O

Visit the ElImina and Cape Coast Castles, Adjoa and Kyekyewere Villages, Nzuelzo, the village
on stilts, and much more
o Go where the tourists don’t.

+* Cost

$3500 per person includes airfare; local transportation; hotel accommodations; breakfast, and
museum fees. For additional information contact:

Reverend Emmanuel Grantson, PhD

St. Michael’s Truth Church

700 St Michael’s Drive

Mitchellville, MD 20741

301-249-6222
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