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We are a teaching church that strives to work with others in the community.
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You are loved

You are God’s Child

Trust the Spirit

Learn the Truth
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Beginning from Ash Wednesday and ending on the eve of Easter(not counting the Sundays in-between),
Christians all over the world engage in a 40 day spiritual exercise that promotes personal growth and participation
in the meaning of the salvation gained for us by Jesus Christ. One of the traditional values stressed during the
season of Lent, is in the learning of new and intensified ways to pray, fast and give alms. We are urged not to stray
too far away from God and not to shy away from imitating Jesus and participating in his sufferings. Through
prayer we speak and stay in touch with Jesus even as Jesus speaks and stays in touch with us. We let Jesus know
our needs and we trust in his power to provide not only for us, but also for our loved ones and those not so close
to us. In fasting we hold up the spiritual truth that we "don't live by bread alone" and that we are serious about
having an intimate relationship with Jesus, not by the compulsion to be ascetic or mortify our bodies to show how
tough and lean we can be.

The pangs of hunger and the things we give up for Lent ultimately remind us that the source and
sustenance of our lives is God our creator revealed in Jesus. When we give alms, it’s not about giving away what
we don't want or have in excess---that would be condescending and there would be no points scored with our
Lord. We give food to the hungry through SHARE, advocate for the weak and homeless through PRISCM, buy a
meal for a poor person, raise funds for HAITI, ADJOA and KYEKYEWERE villages in Africa because we believe God
cares for them through us. We become the instruments through which the struggling, the down and out, and the
needy have their needs met by the Holy One.

Another value of Lent is in helping us to understand how God is at work in our suffering world. At times
suffering seems to surround us. At times we ourselves, both family and friends may be seriously ill. At times
relationships with spouse or children or friends or coworkers may be troubled or broken. Increasingly there is
news in our communities about loss of life---those affected by tragic car accidents, floods, fires, shoot-outs and
murders. We see on television and read on the internet the worldwide news about violent conflicts and wars,
increase in poverty, political persecution, injustice, natural disasters and unnatural ones such as environmental
degradation and human trafficking and ponder on the dimensions of global suffering and human sinfulness. Lent
helps us to affirm that Jesus came to die for the sins of the world, that He came to reverse our fortunes and to
give abundant life to all. In spite of the many bad and sometimes downright evil things that happen in our world
today, God in Jesus continues to empower Christians, other NGOs, to leave home and go to other places around
the globe to bring hope and support and help. In addition, the air still blows and the sun still shines and we

continue to live and move and have our being.
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Lent is about suffering and death and hope. It reminds us that God is still in control. In Lent we are helped
to reflect on the way of the cross, to discover that God's grace through the forgiveness of sins and in the
resurrection of Jesus, informs the bases of hope as we continue our spiritual journey on earth. Try these tested

ways of praying, fasting and almsgiving (sharing) to promote the value of God's grace in our broken world.

Osofo (Pastor) Emmanuel Grantson

WE INVITE YOU TO VISIT US.
COME SHARE WITH

US YOUR ENTHUSIASM,
YOUR SPIRIT, AND

YOUR LOVE FOR

JEsus CHRIST.

About This Issue

This issue of Akasanoma covers events in Winter 2009/2010 and Spring 2010. It includes articles (e.g.
Audacity of Faith, Audacity of Hope, Jazz and the Christian experience at SMT, Be God’s Light), and verbal and
visual reports of some activities at SMT. Medase paa (Thanks very much) to all the contributors of these items.

Special thanks to Ellie Grantson, Beverly-Jean Cambridge, Jesse Coley and Jabari Campbell for their superb efforts

in helping to produce this issue.

Kweku-Muata March 2010

DO JUSTICE
LOVE MERCY

WALK HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD
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HE Would Not Come Down From The Cross To Save HIMSELF:
THE AUDACITY OF LOVE

Holy Gospel according to John 15:13 & 3:16

[15:13] Greater Love has no man than this than that of a man who would lay
down HIS life for HIS friends.

[3:16] For God so Loved the World that HE gave HIS only begotten SON so that
those who believe on HIM should not perish but have Everlasting Life.
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Why Does God Allow Bad Things To Happen?: | think that God takes each person through different things for
different reasons. And sometimes | think that God took me through my son dying so that | could help my neighbor
across the street because | could look out of my door and see into her door. The day of my son’s funeral was the day
that her son was killed. So we came together. | went to her house and said that people can say that they know how you

feel but | can truly say that | know how you feel. So we went together for grief counseling and everything.

Even On Bad Days, HE Is There: The day my son was killed | was working with teen parents. | was inclined to go home
but decided to keep my commitment. Maybe if | had gone home | would have seen my son. Although | didn’t get to see
him | think it was God’s will. I’d seen him on the 5th, which was his birthday, and he died on the 13th. On the 14 my
birthday, the police came to tell me that he was dead. But God took me through it. When you can’t carry yourself, HE

carries you.

Forgive Us ... As We Forgive: While | was at grief counseling they said that | was a manic-depressive because | kept
talking about forgiveness. But if you don’t forgive you loose your life. You've got to keep going. He killed my son but if |

had not forgiven him then he would have also destroyed me. And | just refused to let him destroy me.

In The Beginning: | was born in Louisiana and moved here to metro Washington when | was 22, over 40 years ago.
When | was young my biological mother couldn’t take care of me so she gave me up for adoption. The lady who adopted

me said that adopting me saved their marriage. So God was taking care of me from then. HE has always been in my life.

How | came to SMT: | have been coming to SMT for the past 9 years. | used to go to Kettering Baptist Church. One
night, a Wednesday night, the Spirit said to me that | should go to SMT. So | showed up at SMT for Bible Study. There
wasn’t any Bible Study that night as they were preparing for a fashion show. So | practiced with them, and then

performed in the fashion show, and | have been here ever since.
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What | like about SMT: There is no one particular thing, but what | like most about SMT is the camaraderie, the family
atmosphere, | like the people, because it’s all SMT. And that is how | feel about SMT! | am here, | enjoy being here, and |

am supposed to be here!

Just a Closer Walk with HIM: | have been a Christian all my life. | grew up in the Roman Catholic Church, went to a
Catholic boarding school. | always knew HIM, HE has always been there for me but when | came to know God for the

fullness thereof | would say it’s since | have been at SMT.

Having the Faith of a Child: If the WORD says it, | believe it. The WORD says that you have to believe as a child. If God
tells me that | am going to be OK then | believe it. HE gives me scriptures to read. My favorite is Psalm 91 which tells me
that HE is going to keep his angels over you, to take me over the rough stuff. HE always sees what | am going through

and tells me: I am going to take care of you.

An On-Time God: | had gotten kicked out of my apartment for no reason.. | went to rent a house. | called the person
who was renting the house. Although | was the last person who called, and he said he usually starts with the person at
the beginning of the list, however he rented me the house. | was reading the Daily Word and it said: You will find a
house with enough room for you and yours and those who visit occasionally. When it came time to buy my house,
between the rent money, and the car note, | only needed $13. So God took me from here to there. Before that | had
never been on my own. So HE first took me to a place where | could learn then to a place where | knew that | could do it.

It’s like HE loves me so much even when | don’t deserve it.

Always Looking Out for Me: HE always comes through. For example | worked for this company that had never given
raises twice in a year. But | needed a car, that year | got 2 raises. So when it came time to buy my car, | only needed S50.
Another time | took my kids fishing, and the hook of my son’s fishing line caught my eyelid. But it did not hurt my eye

had my son snatched it once it would have damaged my eye. So God’s angels are always there.

HE Will Never Leave You Alone: Even in the midst of bad relationships, HE is there. | was married to my 2"husband
for 20 years and he was mentally abusive. There was so much crazy stuff going on that | used to walk with my head
down because | allowed him to strip me of my confidence. When | first got married | was 16, | used to speak my mind in

that marriage and when that didn’t work out | thought that it was because | wasn’t submissive enough. So in my 2"
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marriage | decided to be more submissive. But my 2™ husband would always make me feel that there was something
wrong with me. But there was nothing wrong with me; it took me a long time to figure out. But God carried me through

all of those changes, challenges.

Peace that Passes All Understanding: About 9 years ago, | wanted to be married again. | used to think that God is my
everything BUT. And it was then that HE took me to a place to make me realize that HE has to be first, and once | put
HIM first it’s been better. Even though | don’t know where the next penny is coming from, | am happy, | am at peace. |

realize that if | trust God and don’t worry about problems, then things will work out.

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart: You have to thank God for the little things and HE will provide the big things.
Sometimes we pray & God doesn’t answer it the way we want. For example, | prayed to God to provide me with a
husband. But God told me that when | love HIM the way HE loves me then HE will take care of the rest. HE will not give

me someone who is short of who HE is, so | told God that | can wait.

Prayer Meetings at SMT: | look forward to prayer meeting at SMT. | know that prayer changes things. Our prayer

group at SMT is so awesome. It’s just wonderful to see all the couples who come together to pray. Our prayer group is

of one accord.

My Calling: | am a prayer warrior, not by choice. Everybody has a gift and | think that is mine. Years ago | didn’t even
know what a prayer warrior did. Later, about 10-12 years ago, | became part of a prayer group that | am still with. We

pray every Saturday and Sunday. God answers prayers, though sometimes not immediately.

Everybody Ought to Know ...: | would like everyone to know that God lives, HE is real, that we need to believe in HIM,
that we need to trust HIM. HE will never let you down. Friends may come & go, husbands and wives may come and go,

but God will always be there.

Janie Marie Gardner has been an active member of the SMT Faith Community since 2001. This article is based on a
February 27, 2010 interview of Janie Gardner by Kweku-Muata Osei.
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The dictionary defines a person with "audacity" as being bold, fearless, and daring. It defines "hope" as
the feeling that what is wanted can be had — that things will turn out for the best. In scripture, according to the
Hebrew and Greek words translated by the word "hope" and according to biblical usage, "hope" is an indication of
certainty. "Hope" in scripture means a strong and confident expectation. Romans 8:24-25 says "For in hope we
have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one also hope for what he sees? But if we hope
for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it." President Barack Obama says that hope is
transformative—it can change things and it can change us.

Mrs. Rosa Parks and Mrs. Ida B. Wells, two of our most courageous, bold, fearless and hopeful African
American women are the subjects of this article, in recognition of both Women’s Month and Black History Month.
During a period in American history when African Americans were legally required to sit in the back of buses and
trains, and to get up and give their seats to a white person if told to do so by a bus driver or train conductor, these
two women said: NO! | WILL NOT BE MOVED.

Mrs. Parks’ action was taken in 1955 in Montgomery Alabama, when she refused to move to the back of a
bus. She became a catalyst for change and an icon of the Civil Rights Movement. Later, at a ceremony in her
honor at the U. S. Capitol, the U.S. Congress called her "the Mother of the Modern Civil Rights Movement." Mr.
Wells was physically dragged off a train for refusing to give up her seat to a white man, in 1884. She became a
fearless crusader for justice, vigorously condemning the lynching of Black men, through her speaking

engagements and newspaper articles. Read on if you would like to know about these fierce warrior women.

IDA B. WELLS

Mrs. Wells was born in Holly Springs, Mississippi in 1862. She was one of seven children, and when both
her parents died during a Yellow Fever epidemic, at the age of 14 she was left with the responsibility of helping to
take care of her younger siblings. She was able to get a teaching job and to continue her education by attending
Rust College. She eventually moved to Memphis to live with her aunt and help raise her youngest siblings.

Her fight for racial justice began in Memphis in 1884 when she was instructed by a railroad conductor to give up
her seat on the train to a white man. He ordered her into the "lim Crow" car, which was already crowded, while
there was plenty of room where she was already seated. There is no better description of this incident than the
one in Mrs. Well’s own words. She wrote in her autobiography: "l refused, saying that the forward car, closest to

the locomotive, was a smoker, and as | was in the ladies’ car, | proposed to stay....... . The conductor tried to drag
9
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me out of my seat, but the moment he caught hold of my arm | fastened my teeth in the back of his hand. | had
braced my feet against the seat in front and was holding to the back, and as he had already been badly bitten, he
didn’t try it again by himself. He went forward and got the baggage man and another man to help him and, of
course, they succeeded in dragging me out." When she was dragged off the train the other passengers—all
white, applauded.” As soon as she got back to Memphis, Mrs. Wells hired an attorney to sue the railroad. She
won her case in the local courts but lost it on appeal when the Supreme Court of Tennessee reversed the lower
court’s ruling. From that moment one she fought against injustices against women and men of color.

The train incident was a catalyst to her journalist career. A lot of newspapers which were geared to
Christian and African American audiences were anxious to hear about the young school teacher who stood up
against the forces of oppression and injustice, and her writing career took off.

An even more horrible event took place in 1892 when three of her friends were lynched. Responding to
this atrocity, Mrs. Wells wrote in The Free Speech: "The city of Memphis has demonstrated that neither character
nor standing avails the Negro if he dares to protect himself against the white man or become his rival. There is
nothing we can do about the lynching now, as we are out-numbered and without arms. The white mob could
help itself to ammunition without pay, but the order is rigidly enforced against the selling of guns to Negroes.
There is therefore only one thing left to do; save our money and leave a town which will neither protect our lives
and property, nor give us a fair trial in the courts, but takes us out and murders us in cold blood when accused by
white persons."

She then moved to Chicago where she became instrumental in setting up organizations which focused on
women'’s’ rights and issues, and on reform of the justice system. While there she continued her crusade against
lynching, writing "Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in All its Phases". She marched in the famous 1913 march for
women'’s’ suffrage in Washington, D.C. She also worked with Jane Adams (a well known white suffragist) to
successfully block segregation in Chicago public schools. Mrs. Wells was one of the two African American Women
to sign "the call" to form the NAACP in 1909. After a lifetime of crusading for justice, Mrs. Wells died in Chicago in
1931, at the age of 69. A big shout out to our sister Ida!

RoOSA PARKS

Mrs. Parks was born in 1913 in Tuskegee, Alabama. As a child, she moved with her mother (after her
parents separated) to a town just outside of Montgomery, Alabama called Pine Level. She grew up on a farm with
her mother, maternal grandparents and a younger brother. She attended the Industrial School for Girls in

Montgomery, and then went on to attend the Alabama State Teachers College for Negroes for her secondary
10
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education. Mrs. Parks recalled her elementary school years in Pine Level, where school buses took white students
to their school, while black students had to walk to theirs. She said: "I'd see the bus pass every day... . But to me
that was a way of life; we had no choice but to accept what was the custom. The bus was among the first ways |
realized there was a black world and a white world." She also recalled that when the Ku Klux Klan marched down
her street, her grandfather stood guard by the front door with a shotgun to protect the family, if need be.
Another event that stood out in her memory was the fact that the Montgomery Industrial School was burned
down twice by arsonists.

She later married and became a well known seamstress who was also active in community affairs. In 1955,
she was Secretary of the Montgomery, Alabama chapter of the NAACP, when her historic act of defiance took
place. Atthe age of 42, she refused to obey a bus driver’s order to give up her seat to make room for a white
passenger. She lost her job as a seamstress in a local department store, in retaliation for her actions. Following
this event, she collaborated with civil rights leaders, including Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., helping to catapult him
to national prominence.

In later years she moved to Detroit, where she lived a private life, receiving many honors, among which
were the 1979 Spingarn Medal, the Congressional Gold Medal, and a posthumous statue in the Statuary Hall of the

U.S. Capitol Building. Mrs. Parks died in 2005 at the age of 92. A big shout out to our sister Rosa!

This article was prepared by Dorothy Scott who is currently the Secretary of the Council of the SMT Faith
Community.

11
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SMT 2009/2010 Cultural Calendar

This Spring quarter includes a major event on our cultural calendar, our celebration of the Juneteenth
Diasporan Festival. This quarter also includes our celebration of the death, resurrection & ascension of our elder
brother & pre-eminent ancestor, Yeshua the Anointed (Jesus the Christ).

Kwanzaa 2009/2010:

o As has been customary since 2004, SMT’s 2009/2010 Kwanzaa Celebration was held on Ujima (i.e.

Collective Work & Responsibility) Night, December 28, 2009. It featured scripture readings, poetry,

drumming, community discussion, songs and a community dance

Black History Month 2010:

o There were 3 services as the Feb 7 service didn’t occur due to the severe snowstorm. Each service
included a Black History Moment presentation on a personality of significance from one of 4 regions: On
Feb 14 Richard Mollel gave a presentation on Mwalimu Julius Nyerere of Tanzania; on Feb 21 Melissa
Lambert gave a presentation on Yanga of Mexico, and Sam Dottin gave a presentation on Bussa of
Barbados; on Feb 28 Dorothy Scott gave a presentation on Ida Wells of the USA.

o Our annual Black History Month Jazz Service was held on Feb 28. The ensemble of highly accomplished
Jazz Musicians was organized and led by Wes Biles, SMT’s resident bassist.

o Each Sunday’s bulletin included a feature on an African saint.

2010 Juneteenth Diasporan Festival:

o The 2010 festival will be held at SMT on June 19, 2010. It will feature African drumming & dance, Jazz &
R&B, Spoken Word, Games, Food, and Vendors.

12
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SMT is a church where Culture meets the Cross to promote the Gospel, the life and message of our elder
brother & Pre-Eminent Ancestor, Yeshua the Anointed (Jesus the Christ). At SMT many different musical forms are
used in worship ranging from African-American Gospel, Caribbean Gospel, Traditional African, R&B, Reggae,
Calypso, Latin American, and Jazz. Jazz music has a special place as it is used in the singing of the Psalms, and each
year we have multiple Jazz Worship Services. Some of the songs that are used at these services may appear at
face value to be simply secular music but they have a legitimate place in worship in the same sense that the
content of the biblical book Songs of Solomon (or Song of Songs) which might seem to be secular has a fitting
place in the life of the church and religious life of individual Christians. Jazz music has the potential to propel us to
a place where we can appropriately receive and digest the Preached Word and the Sacramental Meal.

Jazz is additionally significant because it serves as a metaphor for Continental and Diasporan Africans and
other Christians who try to live out the Gospel. An important aspect of Jazz music is improvisation. And
improvisation is what Diasporan Africans have had to do to deal with the challenges and opportunities of life since
the first African captive was brought to the shores of the Americas over 400 years ago. And there is more to this
metaphor. Jazz involves each musician, whether instrumentalist or vocalist, being able to explore his/her own
creative musical abilities but always within the context of the design of the given composition and also within the
context of the community of participating musicians. When a Jazz musician does an improvisation he/she is
actively aware of the framework of the given composition and is actively conscious that the other musicians in the
group are significant actors necessary for the successful delivery of the musical item even though they might be
currently playing in the background.

The apostle Paul uses the metaphor of the human body and unity of the body to speak about the life of
the church. Within the life of the Faith Community, each of us is to be given the opportunity to use the gifts, skills
and insights that God has given to us, but our expressions of our gifts, skills and insights is to occur within the
framework of the Gospel, and with the active awareness that the lives & roles of the other followers of Jesus in
the community are significant for success of the life & work of the Faith Community. Like Jazz, at different times
some of us will be in the lead doing the improvisation while at other times we will be in the background playing
necessary but low key parts. Like Jazz music, the life and actions of this Faith Community should make a joyful

sound that is sweet to the ear of God and which can comfort, excite, refresh, enliven, and nourish.

Osofo (Pastor) Grantson and Kweku-Muata Osei contributed to the development of this article.

13
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2010 Black History Month Jazz Service

This service was held on February 28. Pastor Granston presided and preached. The SMT Jazz Ensemble was
organized and led by SMT’s resident bassist, Wes "Sugar" Biles. For this service the ensemble also included
Maurice Lyles on Drums, Vincent Smith & Vikki Epps on Keyboard, Dohn Nunley and Daniel Peterson on
Saxophone, Michael Thomas on Trumpet, Lauryn Peterson on Violin, and Janine Gilbert-Carter, Sandra Y. Johnson
and Sendy Brown as vocalists. Mantsim-Adze also ministered with drumming for the Libation, and with drumming

and dancing for the Liturgy of the Word & the Liturgy of the Meal.

PsALM 122: I was glad when they said unto- me; let us go- into-
the houwse of The Lovd ....

14
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PsALM 100: Make av Joyful Sound unto-The Lovd ... Serve the

Lovd with gladness; Come before HIS PRESENCE with singing ...
For the LORD is Good ... It is HE who- made Us

15
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Mantsim-Adze: Worship Expressions of Movements & Sounds
from the Traditional Space

Mantsim-Adze, ‘the thing that keeps the community together’, a part of SMT's NTESIE model, is SMT’s ministry of
Worship Expressions of Movements & Sounds from the Traditional Space of African Culture. Mantsim-Adze is
often the public face of SMT, ministering internally & externally, at community festivals, weddings & funerals, and
other events. This ministry was started on Saturday May 05, 2001 when Pastor Grantson (Osofo) received worship
enhancement seed funds to create it from the ELCA in Chicago and Christ Lutheran Church in Bethesda, MD. The
initial teachers of Mantsim-Adze were Dion Jacob, a talented drummer and Vonn Turner, an equally talented
choreographer. Sources of Mantsim--Adze's repertoire include the Malinke (Guinea, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Mali,
Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast) and Akan (Ghana, Togo, Ivory Coast) traditions. Mantsim-Adze members include
parents & children; grandparent and grandchildren; pre-teens, teenagers & adults; primary & high school
students, college students & working adults. Please come to Mantsim-Adze's rehearsals on Saturdays @11:30am
to learn how to dance and drum in such a unique cultural medium.

Mother & Son

Community Event

16
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A friend of mine has the opportunity each winter to attend the super bowl as a journalist. His job is to
garner interviews with Christian athletes and national football personnel for a faith-based radio program. When
he first started covering the big game a few years ago, he grew disillusioned with the self serving, pleasure-
seeking atmosphere during the super bowl week. "l found it to be a very dark place," he stated. One day he told a
former NFL player, a Christian, how he felt. The athlete looked at my friend and said, "Brother, you are being light
in a dark place."That comment reminded my friend why God had placed him there. Also my friend became
reenergized with excitement for serving God, in a place where the light of the Gospel was needed. This spurred
him to shine his light. Perhaps you work in a setting where God is not acknowledged, faith is mocked, and Godless
living is applauded. Maybe you feel that you are going into a very dark place. Why not be a light (Eph. 5: 6)?
Through your smiles, kind words and deeds, and diligent work, ask God to bring opportunities to share the good

news of Jesus Christ. You may be the only light that a co-worker sees today.

Poem
God put us in this dark world
To shine as Sons and Daughters of light,
So help us, Lord, to spread your word,

And keep our witness bright.

Chauncey Buford February 2010

JESUS WHO DIED
S NOW GLORIFIED

IS KING ABOVE ALL KINGS

17
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If someone asked you today what your stewardship journey has been, how would you answer? Some of
us think of stewardship as our obligation, as followers of Christ, to give of our time, talent, and treasure to spread
the Gospel of our Lord. And some of us think of it as a privilege. Would you first reflect on where you are in your
stewardship journey, whether you are satisfied with where you are, where you want to be, and how and when
you plan to get there?

The Reverend Ray LeBlanc explored these issues and others with St. Michael’s Truth over the last
weekend in January. He is a retired minister from California who is working with ELCA churches having
stewardship issues. The SMT Church Council hosted the weekend’s activities, beginning with Pastor LeBlanc
meeting with the Council on Friday, conducting a six-hour Stewardship Workshop with the congregation on
Saturday, and ending with a Stewardship Sermon on Sunday. The snowy weather created hazardous driving
conditions during this time, but many congregants were present for his messages. Following is a summary of his
presentations.

Both the Friday and Saturday activities began with Pastor LeBlanc introducing himself and trying to get a
feel for who we were by asking each person, in turn, why they came to SMT, why they were still there, what they
liked about the church, and what stewardship means to him/her. He then asked what our expectations were for
both the meeting and the workshop. The responses were varied. Once this introductory phase ended, he went
into the core of his presentations.

One of the first things he said was that he was tired of seeing African American Lutheran churches going
down the tube and closing their doors because of lack of resources, emphasizing that this is happening only in the
African American Lutheran community. He then went on to talk about our obligation, as Disciples of Christ, to
give back to God what he has first given us, emphasizing that everything we have belongs to God, and citing
supporting scripture. During the Friday meeting he said that we live in a community where there are 6 to 7 figure
salaries, $700,000 and $800,00 houses, and $40,000 to $50,000 cars, going on to say that we should be able to
live off of nine-tenths of what God has given us. He said that "the good news is that the money is here, but the
bad news is it is in your pockets." During the Council meeting it was mentioned that most SMT members are very
willing to give of their time and talent, but "there is a lack of basic weekly giving", in some cases. One of the things
he shared with us was that the church he pastored and from which he retired began with 4 members, and when

he retired he left a $3 million dollar edifice debt free.
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Regarding tithing, Pastor LeBlanc said that tithing is one aspect of Christian discipline, that it is one of the
marks of a Disciple of Christ, and that those who tithe will discipline themselves to give out of love, also saying
that there are too many members and not enough disciples in the Lutheran church. In addition to tithing, he said
that another responsibility of being a disciple is to invite others to worship, and yet another is to attend Bible
study. Care of the family was also mentioned as a responsibility of a disciple, and this included bringing family
members to church with us. He said that if we don’t pray, worship and give we don’t grow. Throughout his
presentations, he emphasized that everything we have belongs to God that we are simply caretakers or stewards,
and that being a good steward equals praise to God for what he has put us in charge of. He admonished us to
properly use what God has given us. Further explaining stewardship, he said that it flows out of our relationship to
God through Jesus. He emphasized that we should give sacrificially and consistently.

Among the scriptures quoted during his presentation, dealing with stewardship, are the following: Acts
2:42-47 — giving and church growth; Malachi 3:8-10 — Tithes and offerings leading to blessings being poured out;
John 1:43 — following Jesus; Matthew 6:19-34 — Treasures on earth and in heaven; God will take care of you; Luke
16 — Stewardship and the unfaithful servant; Psalm 24 - Everything on earth belongs to The Lord

Pastor LeBlanc listed 5 areas of Christian life as: 1) worship; 2) fellowship; 3) discipleship; 4) service; and 5)
outreach, saying that most churches excel in one area or the other but that without all 5 we are incomplete. He
said his expectations for us are that we: 1) Move from membership to discipleship; 2) Develop a stewardship
ministry ; 3) Inspire others to use their gifts for God’s work; and 4) Increase mission support to ELCA.

With regard to stewardship, he said that each Church Council member should lead by example, and that
we should re-commit to our financial giving even though pledges had already been made and submitted.

Finally, he said that he would like the Council to develop a prayer team to pray specifically for financial
stewardship, with the emphasis on tithing. He pointed out that tithing is only a starting point in our giving and
that we grow in giving from that point. Pastor LeBlanc also said that SMT will grow in giving if each member gives

one percent more than he/she gave last year.

For further reading on stewardship, you might want to search “Biblical Stewardship”, and then click on “Matthew
6 — Principles of Biblical Stewardship”, for a very interesting Teaching Series article by Gary DeLashmutt.

This report is based on a Stewardship Workshop that was given by Pastor LeBlanc on January 30, 2010. Dorothy
Scott, SMT’s Recording Secretary, prepared this report.
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Altar Guild

Celebrating Service

Creating Quilts for Haiti
2N\ B
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Over the last three months, SMT/PJ Wellness and Health Ministry has continued providing informative
information to our members on various subjects that affect our health, and wellbeing. Our past subjects have
been centered on stress, and general conversation about life (work, home, and society’s woes).

The Sports Ministry has increased its bowling members from 12 — 21 since our first bowling outing at laurel lanes
in October. Only God could have predicted the amount of love and laughter that is shared during these bowling
events. Paula and | would like to apologize for any inconvenience that was caused due to our reservation getting
bumped, at the February 20" bowling affair. | met with the Manager of the bowling alley, and we now have a set
time period that will not be bumped again. The agreement is for us to have up to 3 lanes reserved, every 3"
Saturday of the month, from 5 pm — 7 pm. The next scheduled bowling outing is set for the 20" of March 2010.

| would like to challenge our youth and young adults to start sending suggestions about what they would like to
do in regards to activities that this Ministry is trying to offer. Please remember God’s love, God’s kindness, and all

His ministries are to serve everyone. | am looking forward to hearing from you all.

God Bless

Chauncey Buford, Chairperson

SMT: A small church called to do a great & necessary thing
UJIMA: Collective Work & Responsibility

2"! Letter to the Corinthians Ch 4: 1 -7

God in his mercy has given us this work to do, and so we do not become discouraged. ... Yet we who have
this spiritual treasure are like common clay pots, in order to show that the supreme power belongs to

God, not us.

GOD 1S OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH
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It was in 1619 that the first 20 Africans arrived as indentured servants in Jamestown, Virginia. The
enslavement in the USA of captured Africans would last for centuries. For many there seemed to be no hope that
this would end. It was on June 19, 1865 that the Union soldiers, led by Major General Gordon Granger, landed at
Galveston, Texas with news that the war had ended and that all enslaved Africans were now free. This was 2 %
years after President Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation, which had become official on January 1, 1863.

This year is the 11" year of SMT’s Juneteenth Festival. So why are we spending so much time and energy
on this? Juneteenth is about June 19", 1865: Juneteenth. It is about August 1%, 1838: Augus Mawnin (August
Morning). In each case, the first Juneteenth, the first ‘Augus Mawnin’, was the first day of freedom for millions of
enslaved Africans in the Americas. It is about the anti-slavery rebellion planned by Telemaque (aka Denmark
Vesey) that was to take place in Charleston, South Carolina on July 14, 1822. It is about the 1831 anti-slavery
rebellion in Southampton County, Virginia that was led by Nat Turner. It is about the "Underground Railway" led
by Harriet Tubman that helped enslaved Africans escape the South. It is about the Christmas Day rebellion led by
Sam Sharpe in Montego Bay, Jamaica in 1831. It is about the 1734 rebellion in St. John’s, USVI that was organized
by the Akwamus of Ghana. It is about the Haitian Revolution of 1791-1803, the first successful rebellion against
enslavement of Africans in the Americas. In each case it is about our freedom.

Juneteenth is about our ancestors: those farmers, artisans, weavers of fine fabric, .artists, poets,
musicians, teachers, historians, judges, healers, priests, mothers, and fathers. But Juneteenth is also about us
trying to provide for our families in a world of severe recession and subtle, persistent racism. Juneteenth is also
about our children who need to survive and succeed in such a world. Juneteenth is about a small church being
called to do a great and necessary thing, a necessary Passover ritual. For Scripture instructs us:

Deuteronomy 24:17-22: Don’t ever forget that you were once slaves ... and God, your God, got

you out of there. | command you: Do what I'm telling you.

Galatians 5:1: “Christ has set us free to live a free life. So take your stand! Never again let anyone

put a harness of slavery on you”.

Like Easter, Juneteenth is about death & resurrection. Like Pentecost it is about the presence & power of the Holy

Spirit. For Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is Liberty. SMT’s 2010 Juneteenth Festival is on June

19! Invite your family, friends, neighbors, co-workers! Aim to bring at least 3 new persons with you!
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African Pilgrimage 2010: August 2-16, 2010

Connect spiritually and culturally with your past on this 2 week pilgrimage to Ghana. Fulfill your lifelong dream of
visiting the motherland; Experience African hospitality, Visit the EImina and Cape Coast Castles, Adjoa and
Kyekyewere Villages, Nzuelzo, the village on stilts. Go where the tourists don't...
Cost: $3500 per person includes airfare; local transportation; hotel accommodations; breakfast, and museum
fees. For additional information contact:

Reverend Emmanuel Grantson, Ph.D.

St. Michael’s Truth Church

700 St Michaels Drive, Mitchellville, MD 20741

301-249-6222
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About Saint Michael’s Truth (SMT) Church

Service Hours:
Sunday:
Sunday School 9:00 am;

Worship Service 10:00 am (Afro-centric on 2nd and 4th Sundays)

Wednesday:
Prayer Meeting 7:30 pm

Friday:
Rites of Passage 7:30 pm

Saturday:

» Women's Bible Study 9:15 am on the 2nd & 4th Saturday of each month;

» Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study 9:00am on the 1st Saturday of each month;

» Mantsim-Adze: African Drumming & Dancing: 11:30am — 1:30pm

Upcoming Special Events:

Tenebrae with Jazz: Crucifixion of our Lord

Easter: Celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord
Jazz Service: Celebration of the Ascension of our Lord
Juneteenth Diasporan Festival

Africa n Pilgrimage to Ghana

Ancestor Day

Kwanzaa Service

MLK Birthday Service

Black History Month Jazz Service

VVVVYVYVYVVYVYY
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: April 2, 2010

: April 4, 2010

: May 13, 2010
:June 19, 2010

: August 2 - 16, 2010
: October 31, 2010

: December 28, 2010
:January 16, 2011

: February 28, 2011

@ 7:30pm

@ 10:00am

@ 7:30pm

@ 12:00—5:30pm

@ 10:00am
@ 7:30pm
@ 10:00am
@ 10:0am
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