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We are a teaching church that strives to work with other s in the community  

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, We aim to faithfully follow Jesus Christ  

as an Afrocentric church that learns, practices, and spreads Godôs word. 

Your Challenge is our Challenge. 

We offer compassion, care, and generosity to all. 

One Congregation ï Two Locations  
700 St. Michaels Drive (North)   4915 St. Barnabas Road (South)  

Mitchellville, MD 20721    Temple Hills, MD 20748  
(301) 249 -6222     (301)8 94 -3556  

 

Pastor: Rev. Emmanuel Grantson, Ph.D.  
www.stmichaelstruth.org  

stmichaelstruth@gmail.com  

http://www.stmichaelstruth.org/
mailto:stmichaelstruth@gmail.com
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You are Loved  

 

 
 

 

 

 

You are Godôs Child 

Trust the Spirit  

 

 

Learn the Truth  
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A Small Herb That Gives Strong Scent  
By Pastor Emmanuel F.Y. Grantson, Ph.D. ς October 2021 

 

Our ancestors used to say in Africa that ña small herb emits a strong undeniable scent 

in order to announce and maintain its presence in the forest,ò éso that it may not be 

overlooked or ignored. 

We are a small congregation in our Metro DC Synod and smaller still, among many 

predominantly African American Churches in Prince Georgeôs County, Maryland. 

We happen to be one congregation of mostly people of color and a few white people 

in two locations in our county. However, we believe we are culturally proficient in 

interpreting the Gospel of our Lord Jesus in the places where we find ourselves. We 

believe we have been attractive and relevant in modeling the appropriation of 

African culture as the roots of African American spirituality, language and culture 

in the service of Jesus Christ in our county. One member has famously said time and 

again that ñwe are a small church called to do big things!ô 

We conduct frequent Jazz worship services, teach African drum and dance, use and 

reinterpret rituals for worship including the use of  the Adinkra and Dogon symbols 

on our paraments, pray by libation, chant lyrics in Yoruba and Akan, use relevant 

templates for rites of passage, and promote pilgrimage tours to Africa. We inspire 

all our members to be culturally assimilative, so they can grow spiritually in their 

life-journey with Jesus. These things that our church has gained competence in 

doing, as well as the strong ecumenical partnerships we are forming in the 

community have gained us deep respect within the county. In other words, we are 

that small herb in the deep forest of ethnicities, yet the scent we are emitting is 

strong,  more and more distinct and unavoidable. 

Like everyone else, the pandemic has tried to take a lot away from us éour family, 

friends, work, social, peaceful and spiritual lives. But thanks be to God Almighty, 

we continue to be provided with renewed strength and ministry opportunities to stay 

engaged in mission.  

We hold our Meetings, Sunday School, Bible Study and Worship Services on 

ZOOM and ñIn-Personò services only on the first Sunday of the month. The ñIn-

Personò service means that on the Sunday in question, there would be three 
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servicesðOne at 8:30am in the South (Temple Hills), the Second at 10:30am in the 

North (Mitchellville), with the Third service being a ñsimulcastò of the worship at 

North for audiences out of State and International. 

We believe our small church has been blessed by the Spirit of God in the opportunity 

given since the pandemic, to play a greater role in distributing food to the hungry 

and needy twice a month and becoming well known for it. This is in addition to our 

Community Garden initiative and other collaborations with county representatives 

and with the Lutheran Social Services (LSS), Coat and Toy Drives, Thanksgiving 

and Christmas food and turkey distributions. We have also collaborated with 

Ebenezer AME (one of the largest churches in the county), the National Guard and 

our District 8 representative to assist in ñPop-Upò vaccinations at our South location. 

These ñPop-Upò vaccinations were given on the spot to the unvaccinated by the 

National Guard medical staff with few questions asked. Sometimes a free haircut 

was also added!  

My greatest experience at these ñPop-Upsò was praying over arms to relieve folks 

of their fear of the needle and of the vaccine itself. In the Advent/Christmas seasons 

we included the giving of Holy Communion in the ñdrive throughò line for 

Christians who have missed it and wished to receive the ñOne Blood and Bodyò 

because of the opportunity, or because their places of worship have been closed since 

the pandemic. These are some examples of how we feel we have been emitting 

strong scents like a small herb in a thick forest. 

As I write, there is a pending request to use our Great Hall as a Covid Rapid Test 

Site for January 14th, 21st, or 28th for students going back to school as well as others. 

We are indeed a small herb, but our scent is ñhugeò. Many of the people we have 

served have expressed the wish to come worship with us when Covid subsides and 

one person has done so at an ñIn-Personò worship service. We are not providing help 

in order to win souls necessarily. We are responding to the needs in our community 

because Jesus told us to do it (Matthew 25).  

For those who have inquired about our church because of what the Holy Spirit is 

leading us to do, they have merely smelled our scent as a small but powerful herb. I 

thank all of you for your personal support, physical and spiritual engagement in our 

ministry and mission. Let us continue to imagine what next the Holy Spirit might 

lead us into, Post-COVID. Medase! 
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ñWHAT UNITES US?ò 

A Childrenôs Story About Four Animals (as told to me by John Gok Badeng of South 

Sudan in Moshi, Tanzania, in exchange for an Ananse Story). 

One day four animals came together and said they wanted to have unity. These were 

the Lion, Leopard, Hyena and Snake. All of them have different customs and foods 

that they eat. They said that it was God who wanted them to have unity so they came 

together to talk about how to be in unity. 

The Lion chaired the meeting and suggested that each animal should say what it 

liked and what it disliked in life. Lion asked Hyena, ñwhat is it that you donôt like?ò 

Hyena said, ñI donôt like anyone asking me questions when I come home from 

hunting.ò Then Lion asked Leopard, ñtell me, what is it that you donót like?ò 

Leopardôs answer was, ñI donôt like for you to look at me straight in my eyes, 

because that tells me you want to have a fight!ò Finally, the Lion asked Snake, what 

it did not like. Snake said, ñI just donôt like anyone to touch me for any reason!ò 

Then Lion also told the three others what it didnôt like. Lion said, ñI donôt like 

anyone to make noise around me. 

Now, the animals knew what each one did not like. They tried to keep the rules and 

there was peace for a certain amount of time. One night Hyena left home to hunt and 

stayed out the whole night. In the morning when Hyena was returning home, he 

came face to face with Leopard who greeted Hyena and asked, ñwhere did you go?ò 

There was no answer from Hyena. Leopard repeated the greeting and question three 

times and for three times Hyena did not answer. Then Hyena looked into the eyes of 

Leopard who thought that Hyena wanted a fight. Leopard jumped on Hyena and a 

tussle began. In the process they both fell upon the Snake who bit them repeatedly 

and without mercy. Then Hyena and Leopard felt the sharp pains from Snakeôs bite 

and started to make loud noises where the Lion was. You can imagine what happened 

between the king of the jungle and his three friends! That incident broke the unity 

scheme and destroyed what Lion, Hyena, Leopard and Snake had tried achieve.  

What unites us as Christians all over the world? All of us believe in Godôs son Jesus 

Christ. It is his death on the Cross for our sins that unites us as people saved for God. 

Through our faith and through our baptism we are given the Holy Spirit who 

empowers us to live in unity and trust in Godôs promise of forgiveness and renewal. 
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Tell this story to your friends, family and others so it can go around and come back 

to me!         By Osofo 

 

CHILDREN ôS SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Struggle To Choose The Right Way  
Main Thought:  No One Can Serve Two Masters. 

Texts for Story:  Joshua 2415; Matthew 624 

 

Afro -Centric Background 

A.  ñWhy The Bat Flies At Night.ò 

Long time ago, there was a big war between the animals that live on land and the 

animals that fly and live in the sky. It was a brutal war that continued everywhere 

around the world for many years. At first, the animals on land were winning but 

things changed and the animals in the sky started to win. There were many deaths 

on each side and all the animals were unhappy that they were losing too many loved 

ones. 
 

Then came ñPeace and Ceasefire Talksò which ended with a truce. 

However, some animals were not aware of this and on the day of the truce, the Bat 

was killed. The animals that flew in the sky were so upset because Bat was their 

leader. They came together to give the bat a big funeral and to mourn for him. 
 

But as they prepared Batôs body for burial, they became aware that Bat had teeth. 

No flying or sky animal was supposed to have teeth! So, they refused to bury him 

and sent his body down to the land animals. When the land animals were preparing 

Batôs body for burial they too, noticed that Bat had wings! The land animals also 

refused to bury Bat and tried to send his body up. 
 

Bat had teeth and the sky animals refused to accept his body for burial. He had wings 

and the land animals too refused to accept his body. That is why Bat is still flying 

about at night, trying to decide whether it belongs to the sky as leader or to the land 

animals. 
 

B.  Why the Crab Has No Head 

Long time ago, all animals had no heads! It was Elephant, king of the forest, that 

kept all animal heads and if anyone wanted to go somewhere, they just went to the 

king and was loaned a head. The animals did not like this arrangement very much. 
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So, they approached king Elephant with a request for change of policy that would 

allow everyone to have their own head. 
 

The king agreed to this request and set a date on which everyone could come to the 

palace and take any head they wanted. Now Crab went to the first meeting but did 

not think it would be necessary to go to the king to select a head. Since Crab and 

Elephant were close friends, Crab was sure that Elephant ñhad his backò and would 

give him a head anytime he wanted one. 
 

The day arrived and Elephant sent Rooster to announce that everyone needed to go 

to the kingôs palace immediately to get a head. Many animals received nice heads 

like Deer and Antelope. Some like Hippopotamus, Rhino and Hyena got ugly heads. 

Others like Giraffe, Buffalo and Alligator got thick heads. But Crab told Rooster that 

he trusted that Elephant the king, would reserve a head for him. Presently, Crab told 

Rooster that he was headed for the nearby waterhole to play and swim and relax. 

Later, Crab went to Elephant for a head but there was none. Elephant said, ñSo many 

came for a head I could not honestly save one for you. It would have been unfair. 

Now we know why Crab has no head!  
 

Application:  

Jesus tells us he is our friend who has laid down his life for us (John 1513f). Jesus 

was single- minded about making us children of God (John 112) and has promised 

never to abandon us for anything else (Hebrews 135; Matthew 2820b).  

When we have close friendship with the world, we not only lose our heads if we are 

not careful, we may also lose our souls (Mark 834-38; Romans 122). 

Joshua, the new leader after Moses encouraged ancient Israel about to possess a new 

land, to serve only Yahweh their God and not the idols of other nations. 

Like Bat, we cannot serve two masters. We cannot do bad things that our friends, 

ourselves and the world want us to do and say that we are serving Jesus. We ought 

to be single- minded and serve Jesus and listen to him. 
 

Jesus is our master! We should serve and trust Jesus alone, not the world. Jesus will 

give us the Holy Spirit to help us do what he wants us to do and to overcome our 

problems in life. 
 

Memory Verse: ñChoose this day whom you will serve; as for me and my household, 

we will serve the Lord.ò Joshua 2415. 

by Osofo 
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Things To Do: 

1. Draw a picture of Bat in flight at night. 

2. Draw a picture of Crab swimming in a water hole. 

3. Draw a picture of Jesus Christ surrounded by earthôs shining goods and write 

the word choose. 

 

Da "Over -Left "  
By Beverly-Jean Cambridge ς October 2021 

 

Well, this COVID-19 era has been an eye opener. It has shown us that if we didnôt 

know in our hearts that we had to put our trust in God for all things, we certainly 

know it now. We had to be discerning, listen to the news but use our talents to 

identify the truth and follow the right path. We were, and still are reminded in a 

major way that we must give thanks for Godôs grace and mercy every day.   

 

First, I give thanks for the fact that my family is well and thriving, none of us has 

been adversely affected. My church family is here, technology has allowed some 

who could not attend service in person to attend services online, regardless of 

where we are on Sunday. I do wish that they would show their faces, as this would 

make it a bit more real. We donôt get to share peace as we did in the past and 

seeing everyone would certainly fill that gap.  

 

One of the things I have come to cherish is our "over lefts." A group of us who 

remain on after service to play music, discuss scripture, issues of the day or just 

issues that are on our minds. It is a truly judgment free time! There are 

disagreements, differences of opinion, as you would expect, but we never leave 

mad at each other and not speaking to each other. When we first started, we were 

the after party and stayed on for perhaps one hour, now we are on for 1-3 hours 

enjoying each other and praising the Lord; it is an extension of Service. We use 

songs to bring the Spirit in, and let the Spirit lead our discussions. From the song 

and hymn selection you can gauge the mood of the "over lefts". Some Sundays our 

DJ runs with it, from Pentecostal to Modern, to Gospel choirs or just a song she 

heard that week. Our closing song Destiny, by Buju Banton sums it up!  

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwBZQhG2GZ7QPNJst8KPqShkvHMIzmnBm   

 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwBZQhG2GZ7QPNJst8KPqShkvHMIzmnBm
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwBZQhG2GZ7QPNJst8KPqShkvHMIzmnBm
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A Prayer for All People  
By Ashelyn Mack Mosby ς October 23, 2021 

 

Father God, we thank you for allowing us to gather in prayer this day, in the name 

of Jesus. Lord God, we praise you, we worship you, and we love you. We thank you 

for your love, your blessings and your favor. Lord, incline your ear to our prayers, 

Father God. We thank you in advance for hearing our prayers and we thank you in 

advance for answering our prayers. 

Oh God, oh God, my God, allow your Spirit to fall fresh upon us. We invoke your 

Spirit and anointing to flow from the crowns of our heads to the soles of our feet. 

Father God, fill our cup, fill our cup, Lord and let if overflow. Let it overflow with 

your love, let it overflow with your blessings, let it overflow with your healing. Let 

it overflow with your forgiveness, in the name of Jesus.  

For in your name, JESUS, there is power! For in your name, JESUS, there is 

protection! We petition, in the name of Jesus, a hedge of protection to be with our 

children, our families and friends as we walk and live in this world. Protect us, at 

school, at play, at work and at home. Lord, continue to keep us safe from Covid-19 

and all other variants, viruses, and diseases, in the name of Jesus. Your word says, 

do not dread the disease that stalks in darkness. Your word says, a thousand may fall 

at your side, and ten thousand are dying around us, but these evils will not touch us, 

in the name of Jesus. You are our safe haven, in the name of Jesus, no evil shall 
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conquer us and in the name of Jesus, no plague will come near us, in the name of 

Jesus!  

Lord God, continue to be our comforter and consoler in our time of need and 

bereavement. God of mercy and God of power, bring justice for all who suffer 

violence, bring justice for all who are persecuted, bring justice for all who are 

discriminated against, for all who hunger, in poverty, and homelessness. Father God, 

deliver us from all evils, sickness, and disease. Bind up sin and strongholds, in the 

name of Jesus, and cast them into the pit of hell.  

Lord God, we pray for our government leaders, we pray for our decision makers. 

Inspire them to listen and work together for the good of all people.  

Father God, give us strength and understanding of your purpose for us in the name 

of Jesus. Lord, somebody needs to know, this day, there is healing in the name of 

Jesus. Someone needs to know, there is salvation in the name of Jesus, forgiveness 

in the name of Jesus. We thank you Lord, for bearing it all on the cross, giving it all 

up for us. We praise your holy name, the most High God, creator of all, the life-

giver, the way maker, the miracle worker, the keeper of our souls, and the whole 

savior of the whole world. We thank you Lord, for hearing our prayers, we thank 

you Lord for answering our prayers we thank you Lord, in the name of Jesus, all 

believers say amen, amen, and amen! 

Libation  
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Like Being in a Building not M ade by H and  
By Kweku-Muata Osei ς October 11, 2021 

 

Mark 10.21-22: Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, ñYou lack one thing; go, sell what you own, 

and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.ò When he 

heard this, he é went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

I had read this scripture so many times throughout my life, but this was the first that 

it hit me that the evangelist Mark was reporting that the reason why Jesus told the 

rich young man to sell his possessions, and give the money to the poor then follow 

him was because he loved the rich young man. Jesus was doing a love act yet the 

result was the rich young man didnôt see it as a love act and went away grieving.  

The period of the CoViD-19 pandemic has involved much disruption, much grief 

and other forms of pain. Many have been praying for GOD to end it, and yet it has 

continued. Why hasnôt GOD intervened in the way that many think that a loving 

GOD should? This passage from the Gospel as reported by Mark had me thinking 

that GODôs love acts are still love acts even if they donôt seem that way. Sometimes 

they may be about what we need to understand or do better 
 

Apart from its negative effects, the CoViD-19 pandemic has also offered 

opportunities for developing appreciation, growth and reflection. For example, it has 

offered opportunities to develop better understandings of protection that we have 

been receiving, of the prosperity of having family and friends, and of the power of 

óthings unseenô. It also offered surprises, including providing vitalizing óoxygenô for 

the social justice movement against police brutality and other issues, and an 

óatmosphereô that unimaginably enabled Juneteenth to be declared a national 

holiday. And there were other surprises. 
 

Since I became a member of the SMT Faith Community in Fall 2005, there were 

numerous times I would be away on trips, and on returning from each trip I was 

always eager to be present at 700 St Michaels Drive.  On each of those occasions I 

just wanted to be back in ómy villageô, to worship and fellowship with the other 

members of the Faith Community. I wanted to see the people. During those times 

there were no imaginations of ómasking upô or ósocial distancingô. October 3, 2021 

would be different.  

There was the outdoor Fall Jazz Service on Sept 12, 2021 which was SMTôs first 

óin-personô Sunday Worship Service since March 15, 2020.  That was a good 

experience. But October 3rd would be the first óin-personô Sunday Worship Service 
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that would occur in the building in around 78 weeks. It initially felt just good being 

in the building despite the thought of having to wear a mask for around 2 hours. 

There were fewer persons in attendance than at the outdoor Jazz Service but among 

them were some older persons who appeared to have some physical health 

challenges.  This was not a normal SMT óin-personô service for several reasons 

including the ósocial (physical) distancingô and the way how communion had to be 

done including having wine that was for me too sweet.  But at the end it did not just 

feel good; the experience felt great. And as much as I enjoyed seeing the people, this 

time it was about being in the building.  
 

I canôt say for sure why I felt that way.  It could be that being in the building for a 

worship service felt comforting because subconsciously it prompted feelings of 

normalcy despite the ongoing trauma of the CoViD-19 pandemic. Several years ago, 

an SMT member had remarked how the wooden interior of the building gave it a 

wonderful and comforting character, so that might be another reason.  Maybe it was 

also seeing other persons who really desired and were determined to be physically 

present. It may also be because of other reasons yet to be revealed.  

 

I have heard some of background to the construction of the building including the 

roles of some now deceased SMT members. So, I know that it was constructed by 

human hands.  But that Sunday of October 3, being there felt wonderful, it was a 

holy place, it felt like being óin a building not made by handô.  
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Understanding ñMagnifyò 
And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the LORD"  

By Kweku-Muata Osei ς December, 2021 
 

He would repeatedly take another look, each time trying to figure out what it was. 

It looked like a picture of large trees in a forest. But he still wasnôt sure. This event 

occurred over 30 years ago when he and his wife were on a visit to her cousinôs 

house for a few days. These two women who looked so much alike physically, were 

almost opposite in terms of their personalities, with his wife being the more reserved 

of the two. The visit was a good one but throughout the content of the photograph 

was puzzling to him. So finally, he asked her about it. She said: Itôs me; itôs a part 

of me that you are not supposed to see. He understood what she was talking about. 

What was astonishing about what she said is that magnification had resulted in him 

  
  

  



15 
 

not being able to identify something that he could easily recognize if it had not been 

magnified. There were no large trees in the picture. How very wrong he was. 

It was last Sunday in Advent, the penultimate meeting of 2012 of SMTôs Adult 

Sunday School class, and we were trying to understand what Maryam meant by the 

word magnify, and its implication for how we live our lives. Our fellow studentôs 

anecdote had made it clearer. While magnification can help us to see relevant details 

which would otherwise be hidden, it can also result in confusion, even blurring of 

what should be obvious. Sometimes we magnify ourselves or other human beings 

such a singers, athletes, politicians; sometimes things that are petty and/or 

dysfunctional are magnified, sometimes insignificant differences are magnified, 

sometimes things that should not be the focus of our attention are magnified. The 

way forward then becomes blurred and we no longer recognize what is right or 

important.  

Maryam understood that she should magnify the LORD and no one else. She would 

magnify the LORD in the way that she lived her life, trusting in the LORD even 

when she didn't understand all of what was happening in her life. For each of us 

when we face a puzzling or otherwise difficult situation, or a situation that hits at 

the core of our emotions or insecurities, and we have to decide what course of action 

to take, what will be the basis for our decision(s)? As we engage in the selected 

course of action, can we join with Maryam in saying: My soul magnifies the LORD?  

 

Kwanzaa Service 2021 @ SMT  

Collective Work and Responsibility: ñThen I said to them, óYou see the 

trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. Come, 

Let us rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, so that we may no longer suffer 

disgraceéô Then they said, óLet us start rebuilding!ô So, they committed 

themselves to the common goodò Nehemiah. 2:17-18 
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Important Necessary Imperative  
A Poem by Ato Kwamena Siaw -  London, England 

 

U care about someone? 

U love someone? 

U appreciate someone? 

Let them Know 

Hear, Feel, See, Appreciate 

 

At every opportunity 

Better than just at death 

Dead don't Know 

Hear, Feel, See, Appreciate 

 

Senses are for the living 

Eulogies 

Obituaries 

Tributes 

For altruistic kind deeds 

For d living are superb 

Good for confidence 

Boost for d living spirit 

 

Source of encouragement 

Source of emulation 

Reward satisfaction 

Reward feelings- 

Of making a difference 

Observe positive effects   

On the body and face 

Of the recipients 

When complimented 

 

Very Lovely lndeed 

lsn't it nice? 

Let them know 

At all times 

Definitely 

Eulogies 

Obituaries 

Tributes 

Post Mortem 

Necessary story telling 

 

Extra 

For public consumption and record 

Devoid of The usual Lies 

Untruth, Hypocritical distortions 

Nothing, Nothing  

But the truth ls absolute 

Justice to the dead 

 

Mission, Ministry,  

Fellowshipé Come Journey  

with Us ! 
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