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MISSION, MINISTRY, & FELLOWSHIP...
COME JOURNEY WITH US!

THE TALKING BIRD

Winder 2021 - 2022

We are a teaching churchthat strives to work with other sin the community
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, We aim to faithfully follow Jesus Christ
as an Afrocentric church that | earns,
Your Challenge is our Challenge.
We offer compassion, care, aml generosity to all.
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One Congregation 1T Two Locations
700 St. Michaels Drive (North) 4915 St. Barnabas Road (South)
Mitchellville, MD 20721 Temple Hills, MD 20748
(301) 249 -6222 (301)8 94 -3556

Pastor: Rev. Emmanuel Grantson, Ph.D.
www.stmichaelstruth.org
stmichaelstruth@gmail.com


http://www.stmichaelstruth.org/
mailto:stmichaelstruth@gmail.com

VY

You are Loved

You are Gododés Chil d

@

Trust the Spirit

¥

Learn the Truth




@

Pastor’s Message:

A Small Herb That Gives Strong Scent

By Pastor Emmanuel F.Y. Grantson, Rh@ctober 2021

Our ancestors used to gayAfricat hat Aa s mal | herb emits
in order to announce and maintain its presence inthe forest s 0 fayhnatbe it m
overlooked or ignored.

We are a small congregation in our MeD@ Synod and smaller stilhmong many
predominantly African Ameri canar@amdir c he:¢
We happen to be one congregatiomaistly people of coloand a éw white people

in two locations in our county. However, we believe we are culturally proficient in
interpreting the Gospel of our Lord Jesus in the places where we find ourselves. We
believe we have been attractive and relevant in modeling the appaprdti

African culture as the roots of African American spirituality, language and culture

in the service of Jesus Christ in our cou@ye member has famously said time and
again that nAwe are a small <church call e

We conduct frequent Jazz worship services, teach African drum and dance, use and
reinterpret rituals for worshimcluding the use othe Adinkra and Dogon symbols

on our paraments, pray by libation, chant lyrics in Yoruba and Akan, use relevant
templatedor rites of passage, and promote pilgrimage tours to Africa. We inspire
all our members to be culturally assimilative, so they can grow spiritually in their
life-journey with Jesus. These things that our church has gained competence in
doing, as well aghe strong ecumenical partnerships we are forming in the
community have gained us deep respect within the county. In other words, we are
that small herb in the deep forest of ethnicities, yet the scent we are emitting is
strong more and moreistinct and unavoidable.

Like everyoneelsé, he pandemic has tried to take
friends, work, socialpeaceful andpiritual lives. But thanks be to God Almighty,

we continue to be provided with renewed strength and minippgrtunities to stay
engaged in mission.

We hold our Meetings, Sundagchool, Bible Study and WorshipServices on
ZOOMand -Pielrmono servicBundayori | v hen molme hf i r
Persono service means that oah betthnee Sun



service® One at 8:30am in the South (Temple Hills), the Second at 10:30am in the
North (Mitchellville), with the Third
North for audiences out of StadadInternational.

We believe our small churclabk been blessed by the Spirit of God in the opportunity
given since the pandemic, to play a greater role in distributing food to the hungry
and needy twice a month and becoming well known for it. This is in addition to our
Community Garden initiative andher collaborations with county representatives
and with theLutheran Social Serviced$S), Coat and ToyDrives, Thanksgiving

and Christmas food and turkey distributions. We have also collaborated with
Ebenezer AME (one of the largest churches incthenty), the National Guard and

our District 8 repltUpsemtbati mattonasat sbo
t h

These-Up®Popaccinations were given on
National Guard medicataff with few questions aske&ometimesa free haircut
was also added!

My greatest expaédlpisen owea satprtatyea g R ep
of their fearof the needl@ndof the vaccine itself. In the Advent/Christmas seasons

we included the giving oHoly Communionin thefidr i ve linéforougho
Christians who have missed it and wish

because of the opportunity, or because their plaiosorship haebeen closed since
the pandemic. These are some examples of how we feel webbameemitting
strong scerstlike a small herb in a thick forest.

As | write, there is a pending request to use our Great Hall as a RBapid Test
Site for January 14, 21%, or 28" for students going back to school as well as others.

We are indeed ansa | | her b, but our scent i's fAhu

served have expressed the wish to come worship witheaCovid subsidesand
one person ha¥fedsowe@oswoatshamp fKlemvice.
in order to win souls necesggr We are responding to the needs in our community
because Jesus told us to diMatthew?25).

For those who have inquired about our church because of what the Holy Spirit is
leading us to do, they have merely smelled our scent as a small but pdweeoful
thank all of you for your personal support, physical and spirgnghgement in our
ministry and missionLet uscontinue toimagine whamnextthe Holy Spirit might

lead us intoPostCOVID. Medase!
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Children’s Time:

———— T,

AWHAT UNITES US?o0

A Childrenbés Story About Four Ani mal s (
Sudan in Moshi, Tanzaniay exchangdor an Ananse Story).

One day four animals came together and said they wanted to have unity. These were
the Lion, Leopard, Hyena and Snake. All of them have different customs and foods
that they eat. They said that it was God who wanted them to havesaritgy came
together to talk about how to be in unity.

The Lion chaired the meeting and suggested that each animal should say what it

| i ked and what it disliked in |ife. Li o
Hyena sai d, i | askdng mé& questionskmben & comeohorae from
hunting. o0 Then Lion asked Leopard, At e
Leopardds answer was, A | donot | i ke f o
because that tells me yteedlionvaskedtSnakepwhata v e
It did not I i ke. Snake said, A | just d

Then Lion also told the three others w
anyone to make noise around me.

Now, the animals knew whateh one did not like. They tried to keep the rules and

there was peace for a certain amount of ti@me night Hyena left home to hunt and

stayed out the whole night. In the morning when Hyena was returning home, he
came face to face with Leopardwhogecet Hy ena and asked, fw
There was no answer from Hyena. Leopard repeated the greeting and question three
times and for three times Hyena did not answer. Then Hyena looked into the eyes of
Leopard who thought that Hyena wanted a fight. Ledpamped on Hyena and a

tussle began. In the process they both fell upon the Snake who bit them repeatedly
and without mercy. Then Hyena and Leopa
and started to make loud noises where the Lion was. You can imdgahbappened

between the king of the jungle and his three friends! That incident broke the unity
scheme and destroyed what Lion, Hyena, Leopard and Snakedubalchieve.

What unites us as Christians all overthe woAd?| of us beldaswsve ir
Christ.lt is hisdeath on the Cross for our sins that unites us as peayel foiGod.

Through ourfaith and through oubaptism we are given the Holy Spirit who
empowers ustoliveinunigndtrusi n Godds promise of for

-
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Tell this story to your friends, family and others so it can go around and come back
to me! By Osofo

CHILDREN & SUNDAY SCHOOL
Struggle To Choose The Right Way

Main Thought: No One Can Serve Two Masters.
Texts for Story: Joshua 2%; Matthew 64

Afro -Centric Background

A.iwhy The Bat Flies At Night.oOo

Long time ago, there was a big war between the animals that live on land and the
animals that fly and live in the sky. It was a brutal war that continued everywhere
around the world for many years. At first, thamals on land were winning but
things changed and the animals in the sky started to win. There were many deaths
on each side and all the animals were unhappy that they were losing too many loved
ones.

Then came APeace and Ceasstredei re Tal kso w
However, some animals were not aware of this and on the day of the truBaf the

was killed. The animals that flew in the sky were so upset be&atseas their

leader. They came together to give the bat a big funeral and to mourn for him.

N

But as they prepardBlat 6 s body for buri 8thadtedtrey be
No flying or sky animal was supposed to have teeth! So, they refused to bury him

and sent his body down to the land animals. When the land animals were preparing
Bat 6s body for bur Balhad wirng® Yhe taral @animals aldoi c e c
refused to buryBat and tried to send his body up.

Bat had teeth and the sky animals refused to accept his body for burial. He had wings
and the land animals @arefused to accept his body. That is vst is still flying

about at nighttrying to decide whether it belongs to the sky as leader or to the land
animals.

B. Why the Crab Has No Head

Long time ago, all animals had no heads! It was Elephant, king of the forest, that
kept all animal heads and if anyone wanted to go somewhere, they just went to the
king and was loaned a head. The animals did not like this arrangement very much.
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So, they apprached king Elephant with a request for change of policy that would
allow everyone to have their own head.

The king agreed to this request and set a date on which everyone could come to the
palace and take any head they wanted. Now Crab went to the diesihgn but did

not think it would be necessary to go to the kingelect a head. Since Crab and

El ephant were close friends, Crab was s
give him a head anytime he wantaak

The day arrived and Elephant sentoRi@r to announce that everyone needed to go

to the kingds palace i mmediately to gel
like Deer and Antelope. Some like Hippopotaniisino and Hyena got ugly heads.

Others like Giraffe, Buffalo and Alligator got ki heads. But Crab told Rooster that

he trustedhatElephant the kingwvouldreserve a head for him. Presently, Crab told
Roostertha he was headed for the nearby waterhole to play and swim and relax.
Later, Crab went to Elephant for a head but there was none. Elespithi S0 many
came for a head | could not honestly save one for you. It would have been unfair.
Now we know why Crab has no head!

Application:

Jesus tells us he is our friend who has laid down his life for us (Jdffh 16sus

was single minded abat making us children of God (Joh#land has promised
never to abandon us fanything else (Hebrews ¥3Matthew 28°).

When we have close friendship with the world, we not only lose our heads if we are
not careful, we may also lose our souls (Mat®®8 Romans 13.

Joshua, the new leader after Moses encouraged ancient Israel about to possess a new
land, to serve only Yahweh their God and not the idols of other nations.

Like Bat, we cannot serve two masters. We cannot do bad things thatemaisfri
ourselves and the world want us to do aayg thatwve are serving Jesus. We ought

to be singleminded and serve Jesus and listen to him.

Jesus is our master! We should serve and trust Jesus alone, not the world. Jesus will
give us the HolySpirit to help us do what he wants us to do and to overcome our
problems in life.

Memory Verse: nNChoose this day whom you
we will serve ¥he Lord. o Joshua 24
by Osofo



Things To Do:
1. Draw a picture oBat inflight at night.
2. Draw a picture oCrab swimming in a water hole.

3.Draw a picture of Jesus Christ surro

the word choose.

Da "Over -Left"

By Beverhyfdean Cambridge October 2021

Well,thisCOVID19 era has been an eye opener.
know in our hearts that we had to put our trust in God for all things, we certainly
know it now. We had to be discerning, listen to the news but use our talents to
identify the truth and follow the right path. We were, and still are reminded in a

maj or way that we must give thanks for

First, | give thanks for the fact that my family is well and thriving, none of us has
been adversely affeateMy church family is here, technology has allowed some
who could not attend service in perdorattend serviceonline, regardless of

where we are on Sunday. | do wish that they would show their faces, as this would
make it a bit mo share peacaads we didenthed past@drid g et
seeing everyone would certainly fill that gap.

One of the things | have come to cherish is awet lefts" A group of us who

remain on after service to play music, discuss scripture, issues of the day or just
Issues that are on our minds. It is a truly judgment free time! There are
disagreements, differences of opinion, as you would expect, but we never leave
mad at each other and not speaking to each other. When we first started, we were
the after party and stayed for perhaps one hour, now we are on f8Hours
enjoying each other and praising the Lord; it is an extension of Service. We use
songs to bring th&pirit in, and let theSpirit lead our discussions. From the song
and hymn selection you can gaugeti@od of the bver lefts. Some Sundays our
DJ runs with it, from Pentecostal kbodern, toGospel choirs or just a song she
heard that week. Our closing song Destiny, by Buju Banton sums it up!

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWBZQhG2GZ7QPNJst8KPqShkvHMIzmnBm

t


https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwBZQhG2GZ7QPNJst8KPqShkvHMIzmnBm
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwBZQhG2GZ7QPNJst8KPqShkvHMIzmnBm
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A Prayer for All People

By Ashelyn Mack MoslgyOctober 23, 2021

Father God, we thank you for allowing us to gather in prayer this day, in the name
of Jesus. Lord God, we praise you, we worship you, and we love you. We thank you
for your love, your blessings and your favbord, incline your ear to our prayers,
Father God. We thank you in advance for hearing ourgpsayd we thank you in
advance for answering our prayers.

Oh God, oh God, my God, allow yoS8pirit to fall fresh upon usWe invoke your
Spirit and anointing to flow fronthe crowns of our heads tbe soles of our feet.
Father God, fill our cup, fill our cup, Lord and let if overflow. Let it overflow with
your love, let it overflow with your blessings, let it overflow with your healing. Let
it overflow with your forgivenessnithe name of Jesus.

For in your nameJESUS there is power! For in your nam@ESUS there is
protection! We petition, in the name of Jesus, a hedge of proteotmwith our
children, our families and friends as we walk and live in this world. Protect us, at
school, at play, at work and at home. Lord, continue to keep us safe fromXovid

and all other variants, viruses, and diseases, in the name of Jesus. Your word says,
do not dread the disease that stalks in darkness. Your word says, a thousand may fall
at your side, and ten thousand are dying around us, but these evils will totisouc

in the name of Jesus. You are our safe haven, in the name of Jesus, no evil shall
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conguer us and in the name of Jesus, no plague will come near us, in the name of
Jesus

Lord God, continue to be our comforter and consoler in our time of need and
bereavement. God of mercy and God of power, bring justice for all who suffer
violence, bring justice for all who are persecuted, bring justice for all who are
discriminated against, for all who hunger, in poverty, and hommedes$-ather God,
deliver us from alkvils, sickness, and disease. Bind up sin and strongholds, in the
name of Jesus, and cast them into the pit of hell.

Lord God, we pray for our government leaders, we pray for our decision makers.
Inspire them to listen and work together for the good|qfeple.

Father God, give us strength and understanding of your purpose for us in the name
of Jesus. Lord, somebody needs to know, this day, there is healing in the name of
JesusSomeone needs to know, there is salvation in the name of Jesus, fosgivene
in the name of Jesus. We thank you Lord, for bearing it all on the cross, giving it all
up for us. We praise your holy name, the most High God, creator of all, the life
giver, the way maker, the miracle worker, the keeper of our souls, and the whole
savor of the whole world. We thank you Lord, for hearing our prayers, we thank
you Lord for answering our prayers we thank you Lord, in the name of Jesus, all
believers say amen, amen, and aimen

Libation
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Like Beingina Buildingnot Madeby Hand

By KwekteMuata Oseig October 11, 2021

Mark 10.212 2 : Jesus, |l ooking at hi m, | oved him and sai
and give the money to the poor, and you will have
heard this gheeing &or e dad tmang moasgssions.

| had read this scripture so many times throughout my life, but this was the first that

it hit me that the evangelist Mark was reporting that the reason why Jesus told the

rich young man to sell his possessions, and give the money to the poor then follow

him was because he loved the rich young man. Jesus was doing a love act yet the
result was the rich young man didndot se

The period of the CoVIEL9 pandemic has involved much disruption, much grief

and other formsfgain. Many have been praying for GOD to end it, and yet it has
continued. Why hasnot GOD intervened I
GOD should? This passage from the Gospel as reported by Mark had me thinking

t hat GODOs | ovaectaxtsvamei sttihey | dovedt s
they may be about what we need to understand or do better

Apart from its negative effects, the CoV® pandemic has also offered
opportunities for developing appreciation, growth and reflection. For exaihpas

offered opportunities to develop better understandings of protection that we have
been receiving, of the prosperity of having family and friends, and of the power of

Ot hings unseend6. |t also offerednsgufreri
the social justice movement against police brutality and other issues, and an
Oat mosphered6 t hat Juoetceniht® dbé dealdrddya national b | e d
holiday. And there were other surprises.

Since | became a member of the SMT Faith Communityaill 2005, there were
numerous times | would be away on trips, and on returning from each trip | was
always eager to be present at 700 St Michaels Drive. On each of those occasions |
just wantedmywulaghe bachkvorshdp theaotherf el | o
members of the Faith Community. | wanted to see the people. During those times

t here wer e nomaskimpug i somial distanceng of Odt ober 3,
would be different.

There was the outdoor Fall Jazz Service on Sept 12, 2021 whack S MT o6 s f i
dn-perso® Sunday Worship Service since Mar
experience. But Octobefavo ul d b ein-gefsa®d fSurnsdta y6 Wor s hi p
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that would occur in the building in around 78 weeks. It initially felt just goaagbe

in the building despite the thought of having to wear a mask for around 2 hours.
There were fewer persons in attendance than at the outdoor Jazz Service but among
them were some older persons who appeared to have some physical health
challenges. Thissas not a mpaso@dl| s&MITiI e for sev
i ncl udsoaa)(phydical) didtancilp and t he way how comn
done including having wine that was for me too sweet. But at the end it did not just

feel good; the experiencdtffgreat. And as much as | enjoyed seeing the people, this

time it was about being in the building.

| cané6ét say for sure why | felt that we
worship service felt comforting because subconsciously it pronfetdohgs of

normalcy despite the ongoing trauma of the Co\XtDpandemic. Several yeago,

an SMT member had remarked how the wooden interior of the building gave it a
wonderful and comforting character, so that might be another reason. Maybe it was
alsoseeing other persons who really desired and were determined to be physically
present. It may also be because of other reasons yet to be revealed.

| have heard some of background to the construction of the building including the
roles of some now dece@as8MT members. Soé know that it was constructed by
human hands. But that Sunday of October 3, being there felt wonderful, it was a
holy pl ace, inabuilfirgindtmdde bykatcb ei ng 0

Rites of Passage 2021
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Understanding AMagni fy

And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the LORD"
By KwekeMuata Oset; December, 2021

He would repeatedly take another look, each time trying to figure out what it was.

It Il ooked Ii ke a picture of |l arge trees
occurred over 30 years ago when he and
houwse for a few days. These two women who looked so much alike physically, were
almost opposite in terms of their personalities, with his wife being the more reserved

of the two. The visit was a good one but throughout the content of the photograph

was puzzing to him. Sdinally, he asked her about it. Shesaidl t 6 s me; i t
of me that you are not supposed to. $¢e understood what she was talking about.

What was astonishing about what she said is that magnification had resulted in him

14



not being abl¢o identify something that he could easily recognize if it had not been
magnified. There were no large trees in the picture. How very wrong he was.

It was | ast Sunday in Advent, the penu
Sunday School class, and we @/#nying to understand what Maryam meant by the
wordmagnify and its implication for how we

anecdote had made it clearer. While magnification can help us to see relevant details
which would otherwise be hidden, it calso result in confusion, even blurring of
what should be obvious. Sometimes we magnify ourselves or other human beings
such a singers, athletes, politicians; sometimes things that are petty and/or
dysfunctional are magnified, sometimes insignificant ddifees are magnified,
sometimes things that should not be the focus of our attention are magnified. The
way forward then becomes blurred and we no longer recognize what is right or
important.

Maryam understood that she should magnify the LORD and ndsmeShe would
magnify the LORD in the way that she lived her life, trusting in the LORD even
when she didn't understand all of what was happening in her life. For each of us
when we face a puzzling or otherwise difficult situation, or a situation treahit

the core of our emotions or insecurities, and we have to decide what course of action
to take, what will be the basis for our decision(s)? As we engage in the selected
course of action, can we join with Maryam in sayiliy. soul magnifies the LORD

Kwanzaa Service 2021 @ SMT

UJIMA
Coldorheeliet: inv lespcoWorirk “7acn dividReerllsp omisd ba | ity

trouble we are/in; how. Jerusalem:ies in ruwgh its gates burned. Come,

Let us rebuild the walls jof-Jerusalem, so/that,we may no longer suffer
divscg.r acne & 6uidThreniot rhhelyno'ssaid jomblket Us
tvhvemsiellevoeson 100 \brehiaB212z8 0 mMmon goodo
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iaa Prayer:
d, you give us every g
ves. Accept the gifts ¢
m of our thanksgiving
‘o offer you the very best of ourselves, our
putting you first in all things.

ur possessions,
Jesus name, Amen'
Prayers of the C ommunity |
Peace is shared

. | SOV )
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LUTHERAN CHURCH LUTHERAN CHURCH
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

FILL US ALL WITH

7005t, Michaels Drwe Mitchellville, MD 20721 % stmichaelstruth@gmail.com 700 St. Michaels Drive, Mitchellville, MD 20721 # stmichaelstrut @gmail.com

Advent Christmas

\nl <t M“/W .;,.| Ct Michaels

LUTHERAN CHURCH

RWANZAA CELEBRATIONS

LUTHERAN CHURCH
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

7004, Michaels Drive, MltcheHwIIe MD 20721 ¥ stmlchaelstruth@mm\(om i 700,51 Micheeds Drive, Mitchellvie, MO 20721 @ stmichae

Kywanzaa Epiphany
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS MEETING

God’s Worlk,
Our Hands

700 5t M\(hae\s Duve Mitchellville, MD 20721 % stmuhaelstmh@mallmm

IIH St Michaels
LUTHERAN CHURCH

SMT MINISTRY TEAM MEETINGS

is a beginning
is progress, and
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700 St, Michaels Drive, Mitchellville, MD 20721 % stmichaelstruth@gmail.com

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Judoes 41101415, 513
b e

700 St, M|chaels Dnve Mitchellville, MD 20721 stm|thae(struth@ma|l(om
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BIBLE STUDY AND PRAYER MINISTRY

* LUTHERAN CHURCH

Jeremiah 317

g St Michaels

LUTHERAN CHURCH

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
unless'a grainior wheat falls ’ﬁ \

700 St. Michaels Drive, Mitchellville, MD 20721 @ stmichaelstruth@gmail.com
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BIBLE STUDY AND PRAYER MINISTRY
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

Ellie Grantson x The Rev. Emmanuel F.Y. Grantson, Ph.D.

; Ct. Michael's
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

SMT Lutheran Church 4 . : Jesse Coley !

© Zoom Meeting

8 Prayers of the Cam 00 Ellie Grantson m MT ra h
©F the Cammunity December 31, 2021 - PowerPoint llie Grants @ c ch 7 ev. ; el v
mhe n hur eR Emm n
IFV
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fred Shaddmg
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LUTHERAN

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY

' ting Minister: Jesus brought justice to the
1d. He shared our life and took up a lot of the
yoor and the oppressed. He carried the burden of
sur guilt, sorrow, and suffering. Let us pray for
righteousness on earth. God of justice,

e

all Buford Family.

Hear our Prayer.
We pray for peace in the

Psalzs S1-10
™
~Q ¢ TH® SE0O
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Ellie Grantson

Boves  Vew  Recbeg  Wlp QO Ten

£ St Mickaels
: LUTHERAN CHURCH

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
T WLl FIT AMAN !
Zeph
1 the peoples of the

tore your fortunes
our eyes, says the

he Word of the Lord.
‘hanks be to God.

%

@gmail.com

R L ' o/ " LUTHERAN CHURCH
X ,u: <t Michaels Z
T . T & BIBLE STUDY AND PRAYER MINISTRY

LUTHERAN CHURCH

"Sing aloud, O daugl
shout, O Isracl!
Rejoice and exult will Y
O daughter Jerusalme
1The LORD has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemics,
The king of Isracl, the LORD, is in your midst;

PulibCfpo.newlOoLODNGA
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Important Necessary Imperative
A Poem by Ato Kwamer@&aw- London, England

U care about someone?
U love someone?

U appreciate someone?
Let them Know

Hear, Feel See Appreciate

At every opportunity
Better than just at death
Dead don't Know

Hear, Feel See Appreciate

Senses are for the living
Eulogies

Obituaries

Tributes

For altruistic kind deeds
For d living are superb
Good for confidence
Boost for d living spirit

Source of encouragement
Source of emulation
Reward satisfaction
Reward feehgs

Of making a difference

Observe positive effects
On the body and face
Of the recipients

When complimented

Very Lovely Indeed
Isn't it nice?

Let them know

At all times

Definitely

Eulogies

Obituaries

Tributes

Post Mortem
Necessary story telling

Extra

For public consumption and record

Devoid of The usual Lies

Untruth, Hypocritical distortions

Nothing,Nothing
But the truth Is absolute
Justice to the dead
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Make the Most of
Your Visit Today

Additional screening_s
available here today with
a simple finger-stick

blood test

v~ 6 For Life Assessment

Find out vour risk for 6 chronic
conditions: He

Chronic Obst i : '
Disease and

o Hemoglobin AlC y
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